
 S. 2708

                            [Report No. 107-201]

   Making appropriations for the Department of the Interior and related 
   agencies for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2003, and for other 
                                 purposes.

  Rule___________________________________________________________________

                     IN THE SENATE OF THE UNITED STATES

                               June 28, 2002

  Mr. Byrd, from the Committee on Appropriations, reported the following 
       original bill; which was read twice and placed on the calendar

  _______________________________________________________________________

                                   A BILL

   
   Making appropriations for the Department of the Interior and related 
   agencies for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2003, and for other 
                                 purposes.

      Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the 
  United States of America in Congress assembled,
  That the following sums are appropriated, out of any money in the 
  Treasury not otherwise appropriated, for the Department of the Interior 
  and related agencies for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2003, and 
  for other purposes, namely:

                    TITLE I--DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

Bureau of Land Management

Wildland fire management

      For necessary expenses for fire preparedness, suppression 
  operations, fire science and research, emergency rehabilitation, 
  hazardous fuels reduction, and rural fire assistance by the Department 



  of the Interior, $544,254,000, to remain available until expended, of 
  which not to exceed $12,374,000 shall be for the renovation or 
  construction of fire facilities:

Provided further, That funds appropriated under this head 
  may be used to reimburse the United States Fish and Wildlife Service 
  and the National Marine Fisheries Service for the costs of carrying out 
  their responsibilities under the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (16 
  U.S.C. 1531 et seq.) to consult and conference, as required by section 
  7 of such Act in connection with wildland fire management activities.

Departmental Offices

                              Insular Affairs

                         Assistance to Territories

      For expenses necessary for assistance to territories under the 
  jurisdiction of the Department of the Interior, $75,217,000, of which: 
  (1) $70,102,000 shall be available until expended for technical 
  assistance, including maintenance assistance, disaster assistance, 
  insular management controls, coral reef initiative activities, and 
  brown tree snake control and research...

Mr. Byrd, from the Committee on Appropriations, 
                          submitted the following

                                R E P O R T

                           [To accompany S. 2708]

      The Committee on Appropriations reports the bill (S. 2708) 
  making appropriations for the Department of the Interior and 
  related agencies for the fiscal year ending September 30, 2003, 
  and for other purposes, reports favorably thereon and 
  recommends that the bill do pass.

TITLE I--DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

                          LAND AND WATER RESOURCES

                         Bureau of Land Management

                      MANAGEMENT OF LAND AND RESOURCES



Land resources.

Wildlife and fisheries management.--The Committee 
recommends $33,755,000 for wildlife and fisheries management, 
which is equal to the request.

Threatened and endangered species.--The Committee 
recommends $21,288,000 for threatened and endangered species 
management, which is equal to the request.

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

                            RESOURCE MANAGEMENT

 Ecological Services.

Ecological Services.--The Committee recommends $228,582,000 
  for ecological services, an increase of $17,435,000 above the 
  budget estimate. For the ecological services activity, the 
  Committee recommends an increase of $6,635,000 for the 
  endangered species subactivity.

For recovery, the Committee recommends a net increase of $4,212,000, of which 
  $2,000,000 is for Atlantic salmon recovery activities 
  administered by the National Fish and Wildlife Foundation, 

Habitat Conservation.

The Committee recommends $85,423,000  for habitat conservation, an increase of $10,800,000
over the  budget request.

$1,400,000 is for Washington State regional salmon enhancement, 
and $1,000,000 is for general program activities. 

The Committee is concerned by reports that participation of 
  the Fish and Wildlife Service in the Chesapeake Bay Program has 
  diminished over the past decade. The Committee expects the 
  Service to develop and submit to the Committee by April 1, 
  2003, an action plan to increase support for meeting the living 
  resource, habitat restoration and education goals of the 
  Chesapeake Bay Program.

In migratory bird management, the Committee recommends an 
  increase of $575,000 for continued seabird bycatch reduction. 



Fisheries.--The Committee recommends $107,734,000 for 
  fisheries, $12,971,000 more than the budget request. The 
  recommendation includes $8,000,000 for hatchery infrastructure 
  improvement as part of the conservation spending category.

     The Committee recommends $51,782,000 for fish and wildlife 
  management, an increase of $6,971,000 over the request. The 
  Committee has provided the budget request for anadromous fish 
  management, $5,771,000 above the request for fish and wildlife 
  assistance, and $1,200,000 above the request for marine 
  mammals. Within the increase provided for fish and wildlife 
  assistance, $400,000 is provided for fish passage improvements 
  along railroads in Alaska, $118,000 is for fish surveys in West 
  Virginia to be performed in conjunction with White Sulphur 
  Springs NFH, $500,000 is for the Great Lakes fish and wildlife 
  restoration program, $850,000 is for continued wildlife 
  enhancement in Starkville, Mississippi, $500,000 is for the 
  wildlife health center in Montana, and $3,403,000 is for Yukon 
  River Treaty implementation (for a total of $4,000,000 devoted 
  to Yukon River Treaty implementation). Within the fish and 
  wildlife assistance program, $2,246,000 is provided for 
  continuation of activities begun in fiscal year 1997 to combat 
  whirling disease and related fish health issues. Within the 
  amount provided, $950,000 is for the National Partnership on 
  the Management of Wild and Native Coldwater Fisheries, and 
  $1,296,000 is provided to continue the National Wild Fish 
  Health Survey, expand whirling disease investigations, and 
  recruit and train health professionals. In marine mammals, 
  $1,200,000 is provided above the request for continued marine 
  mammal protection in Alaska.
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