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	NOAA In Your Territory
Northern Mariana Islands

	“NOAA's work touches the daily lives of every person in the United States and in much of the world. Our products and services are the result of the hard work of NOAA’s dedicated staff and partner organizations located in program and research offices throughout the country. The following is a summary of NOAA programs based in, and focused on, your territory. The entries are listed by region, and then by cities or towns.”
· [bookmark: OLE_LINK3][bookmark: OLE_LINK4]Dr. Jane Lubchenco
Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere
and NOAA Administrator

	NMI
Entire Commonwealth
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
Pacific Islands Region
Pacific Islands Regional Office & Fisheries Science Center
NMFS is responsible for the management, conservation and protection of living marine resources within the United States' Exclusive Economic Zone. The Pacific Islands Region, encompassing the waters surrounding American Samoa, Guam, Hawaii, and the Northern Mariana Islands as well as many remote island areas, is the largest geographic area within NMFS jurisdiction, with a U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone of more than 1.7 million square nautical miles of ocean.  Using the tools provided by the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act, NMFS assesses and predicts the status of fish stocks, develops and ensures compliance with fisheries regulations, restores and protects habitat and works to reduce wasteful fishing practices, and promote sustainable fisheries. Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and the Endangered Species Act, NMFS recovers protected marine species (i.e. Hawaiian monk seals, five species of sea turtles, and a variety of cetacean species). NMFS co-manages the Pacific Island marine national monuments, including the Papahanaumokuakea Marine National Monument. 

The Pacific Islands Regional Office, located in Honolulu, HI, uses ecosystem-based strategies to manage the marine resources of the region. Responsibilities include maintaining healthy fish stocks for commercial, recreational and subsistence fishing in coordination with the Western Pacific Fishery Management Council and the Western and Central Pacific Fisheries Commission, protecting and recovering populations of protected species, preserving and restoring marine habitat, and coordinating with international organizations to implement and monitor fishery agreements and treaties. The Pacific Islands Regional Office also manages the at-sea observer system for longline vessels in the region. The Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center, also located in Honolulu, HI, is responsible for monitoring and research on fisheries and protected species populations as well as coral and oceanic ecosystems and the diverse human components of this region. The Fisheries Science Center has two research facilities: the Kewalo Research Facility located on the Honolulu waterfront, has seawater capabilities for conducting research on live large pelagic fishes, monk seals, and sea turtles, and the Aiea Research Facility that has a wet laboratory supporting fish biology research. The Center uses the NOAA ship Oscar E. Sette as its primary at-sea research platform and shares the NOAA Ship Hi’ialakai with the National Ocean Service.

The Regional Office and Fisheries Science Center both have field offices serving American Samoa, Guam, and the Northern Mariana Islands.
http://www.fpir.noaa.gov and http://www.pifsc.noaa.gov




National Ocean Service (NOS)
Integrated Ocean Observing System Program
Integrated Ocean Observing System Regional Association
The NOAA Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS) program manages the development of a national network of coastal ocean observing systems. The Pacific Islands Ocean Observing System (PacIOOS) intent is to create an effective partnership of data providers and users who will work together to develop, disseminate, evaluate and apply new ocean data and information products designed specifically to address the needs of the communities, businesses and resources that call the Pacific home. The PacIOOS region is defined as the state of Hawaii, the Commonwealth and Territories of the United States in the Pacific and the Freely Associated States in the Pacific.
http://www.soest.hawaii.edu/pacioos/

National Ocean Service (NOS)
Office of Coast Survey
Navigation Manager
Navigation Managers serve as Coast Survey’s ambassadors to the maritime community. Located in different regions throughout the country, Coast Survey Navigation Managers help identify the challenges facing marine transportation in general, directly supporting the NOAA strategic goal to "promote safe navigation." These agents assist Coast Survey in overseeing the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's nautical chart data collection and information programs, helping to meet constituent needs. Navigation Managers focus primarily on resolving charting and navigation questions, educating constituents on emerging charting technologies and their uses, and soliciting feedback on NOAA's navigation products and services from the commercial maritime industry. OCS has a Navigation Manager located in Honolulu, HI to support mariners and stakeholders in the Pacific Islands.
http://www.nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/reps.htm

National Weather Service (NWS)
Pacific Region Headquarters
Micronesian Offices
Located in the Mauka Tower of the Pacific Guardian Center in downtown Honolulu, HI, this regional office has administrative and management responsibilities for all National Weather Service field operations in Hawaii and the territories of American Samoa, Guam and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. These areas include offices in Honolulu, Hilo, Kahului, and Lihue, Hawaii; Guam; Pago Pago, American Samoa; Koror, Republic of Palau; Majuro, Republic of the Marshall Islands; and Pohnpei, Yap and Chuuk, Federated Sates of Micronesia. The NWS Pacific Region operates its five Micronesian offices in cooperation with the Republic of the Palau, Republic of the Marshall Islands and the Federated States of Micronesia in accordance with the provisions of the Compact of Free Association between the United States and each Micronesian government. The five Micronesian Weather Service Offices provide the United States with critical Upper-Air Data and Aviation Weather Observations. These offices also provide adaptive weather forecasts and warnings to their local constituents. The Pacific Region Headquarters also oversees the Central Pacific Hurricane Center and the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center, and it hosts the International Tsunami Information Center.
http://www.prh.noaa.gov

National Weather Service (NWS)
Weather Forecast Office
Guam WFO
Located near the International Airport in Guam, this National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office has public, aviation and marine forecast and warning responsibility for Guam and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands and the surrounding ocean areas. In addition, WFO Guam has international responsibilities for aviation advisories and forecasts for the tropical Pacific from 130E to 160E; public tropical cyclone watch, warnings and advisory products for the tropical islands of the northwest Pacific; and forecast support for weather service programs involving the Republic of the Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia, and the Republic of Palau under the Compact Agreement of Free Association treaties.
http://www.nws.noaa.gov/pr/guam







Saipan
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)
Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center
Science Operations Field Office
The Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center (based in Honolulu, HI) is responsible for research on Federally managed marine fisheries, protected species, and ecosystems in the entire western and central Pacific Ocean, in both insular (near island) habitats and pelagic (open ocean) environments.  The Saipan Science Operations Field Office provides logistical and coordination support for all Science Center research in the area, and provides direct scientific support to the CNMI Biological Sampling Program and the Marianas Trench Marine National Monument’s Science Program. 
http://www.pifsc.noaa.gov

National Ocean Service (NOS)
Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management
Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands Coastal Management Program/ Northern Mariana Islands Coastal Resources Management Office
Through a unique Federal-state partnership, NOAA’s Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management (OCRM) works with the Commonwealth of the Northern Marina Islands Coastal Resource Management Office (CRMO) to implement the National Coastal Management Program in the Northern Mariana Islands. OCRM provides the CRMO with financial and technical assistance to further the goals of the Coastal Zone Management Act to protect, restore and responsibly develop our nation’s coastal communities and resources by balancing the often competing demands of coastal resource use, economic development and conservation. The Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands is made up of 14 islands that span 440 miles of the western Pacific Ocean. The entire land and water area of the Commonwealth are included within the coastal boundary. 
http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/mystate/n_mariana_islands.html

National Ocean Service (NOS)
Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management
Coral Reef Conservation Program
The CNMI consists of a combination of islands are surrounded by fringing and barrier reef systems that are of tremendous economic value via tourism and cultural value to this island community. Human pressures on coral reef fisheries combined with impacts from development have been detrimental to this resource. The NOAA Coral Reef Conservation Program (CRCP) conducts mapping, assessment and characterization, and monitoring activities in each U.S. jurisdiction with coral reefs. The CRCP also conducts research to better understand coral reef structure, function, and health. Each U.S. jurisdiction receives coral reef grants annually to conduct research, monitoring, and management activities. A coral reef status report is produced every 2-3 years based on monitoring and research conducted in each jurisdiction. The program also strives to foster coral reef resiliency through a ridge-to-reef approach that includes effective management of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) as well as addressing land-based sources of pollution.
http://http://www.coralreef.noaa.gov

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)
Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory
Coral Reef Watch Environmental Monitoring
The Coral Reef Watch program is a collaborative effort between NOAA's Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory (AOML) and NOAA's National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service (NESDIS). Remote monitoring stations in the Florida Keys, Bahamas, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands continually observe meteorological and oceanographic parameters. These data are transmitted to AOML where they are processed by artificial intelligence-based software and compared with NESDIS-supplied satellite data. The integrated data are used to predict, monitor, and model incidences of coral bleaching and other coral-related biological events.
http://www.coral.noaa.gov/crews/index.shtml




	NOAA’s Office of Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs
http://www.legislative.noaa.gov
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