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	NOAA In Your State and Territory
District of Columbia

	“NOAA's work touches the daily lives of every person in the United States and in much of the world. Our products and services are the result of the hard work of NOAA’s dedicated staff and partner organizations located in program and research offices throughout the country. The following is a summary of NOAA programs based in, and focused on, your territory (as of January 2008).” 

· Vice Admiral Conrad Lautenbacher

Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere and NOAA Administrator

	District of Columbia – At-Large Delegate (Washington, DC)
NOAA Research

Climate Program Office

The Climate Program Office coordinates climate activities across NOAA.  It focuses on developing a broader user community for climate products and services, provides NOAA a focal point for climate activities within NOAA, leads NOAA climate education and outreach activities, and coordinates international climate activities. It supports projects across the nation conducted by investigators outside the federal government, such as the through the academic and private sectors, within the federal government, and in NOAA Cooperative Institutes.  The Climate Program Office provides climate funding in this state.
National Marine Fisheries Service 
Northeast Fisheries Science Center
National Systematics Laboratory
National Museum of Natural History, Division of Fishes
The National Systematic Laboratory is actively involved in studying the taxonomy and biodiversity of fishes, crustaceans, squids and corals.  As part of the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of Natural History (Division of Fishes), located on the National Mall in Washington, D.C., its major research activities describe new species of crustaceans, squids, and fishes; and to catalogue and revise groups of species of importance to the ecosystem so they can be correctly identified. 

National Ocean Service
Center for Operational Oceanographic Products and Services
National Water Level Observation Network
The National Ocean Service (NOS) operates one long-term continuously operating tide station in Washington, DC which provides data and information on tidal datums and relative sea level trends, and is capable of producing real-time data for storm surge warning. For additional information, please visit: http://www.tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov.
Office of Education
Educational Partnership Program
NOAA Center for Atmospheric Sciences
The NOAA Center for Atmospheric Sciences (NCAS) is led by Howard University, in collaboration with three partners: Jackson State University, the University of Texas at El Paso and the University of Puerto Rico at Mayaguez. This Center is one of four cooperative science centers that are part of NOAA’s Educational Partnership Program with Minority Serving Institutions. NCAS research and training goals are to help improve the accuracy of weather and climate forecast models, particularly in predicting precipitation, and to produce highly educated and skilled students from underrepresented communities for research and operational careers in weather and climate prediction. For more information, please visit: http://www.gs.howard.edu/atmosci/.

NOAA Research
Office of Ocean Exploration and Research
Smithsonian Institution Ocean Hall
NOAA's Office of Ocean Exploration and Research focuses on exploration, advanced undersea technology development, research of extreme and unique environments, continental shelf ecosystems, new ocean resources, and ocean dynamics, and the communication of results to various audiences through education and outreach.  
OER is working with the Smithsonian Institution's National Museum of Natural History to create an Ocean Hall to engage, educate and inspire the public through state-of-the-art displays. The Ocean Hall is one component of the Ocean Science Initiative intended to educate and inform the public and expand our understanding of the Earth's oceans. The Ocean Hall exhibit will open in 2008.  For more information, please visit http://www.mnh.si.edu/exhibits/ocean_hall/.
National Weather Service and NOAA Research

Incident Meteorologist Program and Earth Systems Research Laboratory
Fire Weather Services and Support

The National Weather Service (NWS) fire weather forecasters are called Incident Meteorologists (IMETS).  When a fire reaches a large enough size the IMETS are called out to the fire to provide constant weather updates and forecast briefings to the fire incident commanders at the fire.  The IMETS are very important members of the fire fighting team, as changes in the fires are largely due to changes in the weather.  To improve NWS fire weather services to the public, NOAA’s Earth System Research Laboratory (ESRL) conducts modeling, instrumentation and data services research.  ESRL data dissemination and display systems are designed to be used by trained meteorologists, the US Forest Service, and the Bureau of Land Management.  For example, the FX-Net thin client system and the Gridded FX-Net full function system are ESRL-developed software systems that are a critical part of the equipment the IMETS bring with them to the fire.  These mobile PC–based client software packages are used by NWS forecasters at fires in all 50 states and the District of Columbia. Computer servers that communicate with the mobile PC clients are located in Hawaii, Alaska, Utah, Colorado, Texas and New York.  The PC-base clients are also used by state emergency managers in many of the NWS regional areas.  Other collaborators who work to improve NWS fire weather services include the University of Colorado in Boulder (CU), NCAR and private sector instrumentation companies.

National Marine Fisheries Service

Northeast Fisheries Science Center
National Systematics Laboratory
Located in the Smithsonian Institution’s National Museum of Natural History, NOAA’s National Systematics Laboratory works on taxonomy and systematics of fishes, squids and octopods, crustaceans, sponges, jellyfishes, and corals of economic or ecological importance to the United States.   These scientists also hold adjunct positions at the National Museum and curate the collections in their areas of specialty, including the museum’s fish collection, by far the world's largest in both quantity and diversity, with some 4 million specimens.  
DC- (Washington, DC/ Leesburg, VA) 
National Weather Service 
Center Weather Service Unit 
Housed in the Federal Aviation Administration's Washington Air Route Traffic Control Center (ARTCC), the Center Weather Service Unit (CWSU) Washington staff provides forecasts and other weather information to ARTCC personnel for use in directing the safe, smooth flow of aviation traffic in Maryland, District of Columbia, Delaware, Virginia, and eastern North Carolina. For further information on the Washington Central Weather Service Unit please visit: http://www.erh.noaa.gov/zdc. 
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