	[image: image1.png]NATIONAL OCEANIC AND
NOAA ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION





	NOAA In Your State and Territory
Guam

	“NOAA's work touches the daily lives of every person in the United States and in much of the world. Our products and services are the result of the hard work of NOAA’s dedicated staff and partner organizations located in program and research offices throughout the country. The following is a summary of NOAA programs based in, and focused on, your territory (as of January 2008).” 

· Vice Admiral Conrad Lautenbacher

Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere and NOAA Administrator

	Guam – Entire Territory
National Weather Service
Pacific Region Headquarters 
Located in the Mauka Tower of the Pacific Guardian Center in downtown Honolulu, HI, this regional office has administrative and management responsibilities for all National Weather Service field operations in Hawaii and the territories of American Samoa, Guam and Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. These areas include offices in Honolulu, Hilo, Kahului, and Lihue, Hawaii; Guam; Pago Pago, American Samoa; Koror, Republic of Palau; Majuro, Republic of the Marshall Islands; and Pohnpei, Yap and Chuuk, Federated Sates of Micronesia. The NWS Pacific Region operates its five Micronesian offices in cooperation with the Republic of the Palau, Republic of the Marshall Islands and the Federated States of Micronesia in accordance with the provisions of the Compact of Free Association between the United States and each Micronesian government. The five Micronesian Weather Service Offices provide the United States with critical Upper-Air Data and Aviation Weather Observations. These offices also provide adaptive weather forecasts and warnings to their local constituents. The Pacific Region Headquarters also oversees the Central Pacific Hurricane Center and the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center, and it hosts the International Tsunami Information Center. For additional information on the Pacific Region Headquarters, please visit: http://www.prh.noaa.gov.
NOAA Research

Earth System Research Laboratory

Monitoring the Surface Atmosphere - Cooperative Global Air Sampling Network

NOAA’s Earth System Research Laboratory (ESRL) operates a Cooperative Global Air Sampling Network to measure the distribution and trends of carbon dioxide (CO2) and methane (CH4), the two gases most responsible for human-caused climate change, as well as other greenhouse gases and volatile organic compounds.  Samples are collected weekly at fixed locations and on several commercial ships. The air samples are delivered to the ESRL laboratory, located in Boulder, CO. The observed geographical patterns and small but persistent spatial gradients are used to better understand the processes, both natural and human induced, that underlie the trends. These measurements help determine the magnitude of carbon sources and sinks.  For more information please visit: http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/gmd/about/climate.html.
NOAA Research
National Sea Grant College Program
Guam Sea Grant College Program
NOAA’s National Sea Grant College Program is a federal-university partnership that integrates research, education, and outreach (extension and communications). Sea Grant forms a network of 32 programs in all U.S. coastal and Great Lakes states, Puerto Rico and Guam. Sea Grant has an extension agent in place working at American Samoa Community College (affiliated with the Hawaii Sea Grant program) and has awarded funds for a Sea Grant position at the University of Guam. Sea Grant’s goal over the near-term is to develop a fully integrated Pacific Sea Grant program building on the capabilities of Hawaii, American Samoa, and Guam’s ongoing Sea Grant’s efforts.
NOAA Research
Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory
NOAA Center for Tsunami Research (NCTR) (http://nctr.pmel.noaa.gov)
The Tsunami Research Program at the Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory (PMEL), headquartered in Seattle, Washington, seeks to mitigate tsunami hazards to all U.S. coastal states and territories. A tsunami is a series of very large ocean waves caused by underwater earthquakes, landslides, volcanic eruptions, explosions, and even meteor impacts. Capable of flooding hundreds of meters inland past the typical high-water level, the fast-moving water associated with an inundating tsunami can crush homes and other coastal structures. More common occurrences, and devastating in an economic sense, are false alarms that lead to expensive evacuations of coastal areas. 

The PMEL NCTR staff conducts research and development activities in close collaboration with the National Weather Service (NWS) Tsunami Warning Centers, National Data Buoy Center (NDBC), and the coastal states. Activities focus on the development of site-specific forecast models for coastal population centers. These models are integrated into a PMEL-developed operational tsunami forecasting system at the Tsunami Warning Centers. PMEL developed the original real-time DART tsunami-measuring buoy which has been transitioned to NDBC. Engineering development is underway at PMEL to improve the cost-effectiveness of these platforms. Tsunami research at PMEL focuses on model improvements and tsunami hazard mitigation.  
NOAA Research

Earth System Research Laboratory

Ground Based GPS Meteorology

The Earth System Research Laboratory operates and maintains the Ground-Based GPS Meteorology project, currently consisting of more than 300 GPS water vapor observing systems that provide near real-time integrated precipitable water vapor (IPW) measurements for weather forecasting, climate modeling, observing system calibration and validation, and research. This project provides water vapor data available to all users. For more information, visit http://www.gpsmet.noaa.gov/jsp/raob.jsp.
National Marine Fisheries Service
Pacific Islands Regional Office and Science Center

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is responsible for the management, conservation and protection of living marine resources within the United States' Exclusive Economic Zone (water three to 200 mile offshore). Using the tools provided by the Magnuson-Stevens Act, NMFS assesses and predicts the status of fish stocks, develops and ensures compliance with fisheries regulations, restores and protects habitat and works to reduce wasteful fishing practices, and promote sustainable fisheries. Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and the Endangered Species Act, NMFS recovers protected marine species (i.e. whales, turtles). With the help of the six regional offices and eight councils, NMFS is able to work with communities on fishery management issues. 

The Pacific Islands Regional Office (located in Honolulu, HI) is comprised of five divisions: Sustainable Fisheries, Habitat Conservation, Protected Resources, International Fisheries, and Observer Program.  Key fisheries managed in the Pacific Islands Region are the Hawaii longline tuna and swordfish, Hawaii bottomfish, American Samoa longline, and a variety of smaller commercial and non-commercial fisheries; as well as high seas purse seine fisheries operating under international agreements. Key marine mammal and endangered species in this region are the critically endangered Hawaiian monk seal, sea turtles, whales, and dolphins. Please visit: http://www.fpir.noaa.gov.
The Pacific Islands Fisheries Science Center (also located in Honolulu, HI) includes five scientific divisions: Fishery Biology and Stock Assessment, Ecosystems and Oceanography, Fishery Monitoring and Socioeconomics, Protected Species, and Coral Reef Ecosystems.  The Center administers scientific research and monitoring programs that support the domestic and international conservation and management of living marine resources across the central and western Pacific Ocean.  The NOAA Ship Oscar Elton Sette is the primary platform supporting the Center's fisheries and protected species research, coral reef surveys, and other field activities; the NOAA Ship Hi’ialakai also supports some of the Center’s activities.  Please visit:  http://www.nmfs.hawaii.edu.

The Pacific Islands Region’s jurisdiction includes both domestic and international waters, spanning Hawaii, American Samoa, Guam, the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands, and the Pacific Remote Island Areas (Kingman Reef; Howland, Baker, Jarvis, and Wake Islands; and Johnston, Midway, and Palmyra Atolls.)

National Marine Fisheries Service 

Pacific Islands Regional Office

Habitat Conservation Field Office

The Habitat Conservation field office in Guam is an extension of the Honolulu office and reviews local Army Corps of Engineer permit applications. This field office responds to request from other NMFS divisions as the local experts providing valuable information on habitat and protected resources.  The Habitat Conservation division in Guam coordinates activities of the NMFS Coral Program including responsibility in revising local action strategies.  This office works closely with coral reef program points of contact on issues of funding projects within its jurisdiction and is engaged in extensive field work to support project reviews such as the U.S. Navy pier expansion in Apra Harbor.  There are field offices in American Samoa and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands serving similar functions.  Please visit: http://www.fpir.noaa.gov/.
GU-1 (Agana) 
National Ocean Service
Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management
Guam Coastal Management Program
Lead Agency: Guam Bureau of Planning

Coastal hazards, public access, urban growth, and wetlands degradation are some of the key issues for Guam's coastal management program. In an effort to combat coastal problems, the program cooperates with other territory agencies that require permits for coastal activities.

Guam is home to a $300 million-a-year tourism industry, is a major trans-shipment port for fisheries products harvested throughout the Western Pacific, and is home to the United States' western-most military base on American soil.

The seven-member Territorial Land Use Commission (TLUS), appointed by the governor, makes land use decisions. The Development Review Committee then reviews any projects submitted by TLUC. Other island agencies' actions are coordinated to ensure consistency with the goals of the coastal management program. For more information on the Guam Coastal Management Program, please visit: http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/mystate/guam.html.
GU-1 (Apra Harbor) 
National Ocean Service 
Center for Operational Oceanographic Products and Services 
National Water Level Observation Network 
The National Ocean Service (NOS) operates one long-term continuously operating tide station in Guam that provides data and information on tidal datums and relative mean sea level trends, and is capable of producing real-time data for storm surge and tsunami warning. This station is located in Apra Harbor.  NOS is also engaged in a cooperative project with the US Army Corps of Engineers, Waterways Experiment Station to collect long-term water level data at Pago Bay, Guam, in support of typhoon studies. For additional information about the National Water Level Observation Network, please visit: http://www.tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov.
GU-1 (Hagatna)
National Marine Fisheries Service
Office of Law Enforcement

Guam Field Office
NMFS Office for Law Enforcement is dedicated primarily to the enforcement of laws that protect and regulate our nation’s living marine resources and their natural habitat. Office for Law Enforcement special agents and enforcement officers have specified authority to enforce over 37 statutes, as well as numerous treaties related to the conservation and protection of marine resources and other matters of concern to NOAA. With the recent formation of the Pacific Island Division, the Southwest Division has the opportunity to focus solely on California issues. 

Comprised of the Hawaiian Islands, the Commonwealth of Guam, American Samoa and the Northern Marianas, the Pacific Island Division’s area of responsibility covers 9,870 miles of coastline incorporating not only the main inhabited islands but also remote locations such as Wake Island, Howland Island, Baker Island, Jarvis Island, Palmyra Atoll, Johnston’s Atoll and Kingman Reef. These marine areas provide habitat to thousands of species of protected marine mammals and managed fish, and four species of endangered sea turtles. The Hawaiian Islands Humpback Whale National Marine Sanctuary in Hawaii Fagatele Bay National Marine Sanctuary in American Samoa and the newly created Northwest Hawaiian Islands National Monument are all found within this region. Please visit: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ole/pi_pacificislands.html.
GU-1 (Tiyan)
National Weather Service
Weather Forecast Office
Located near the International Airport in Guam, this National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office has public, aviation and marine forecast and warning responsibility for Guam and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands and the surrounding ocean areas. In addition, WFO Guam has international responsibilities for aviation advisories and forecasts for the tropical Pacific from 130E to 160E; public tropical cyclone watch, warnings and advisory products for the tropical islands of the northwest Pacific; and forecast support for weather service programs involving the Republic of the Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia, and the Republic of Palau under the Compact Agreement of Free Association treaties. For further information on the Guam Weather Forecast Office, please visit: http://www.prh.noaa.gov/guam/.


	NOAA’s Office of Legislative Affairs

Tel: 202-482-4981     http://www.legislative.noaa.gov
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