	[image: image1.png]NATIONAL OCEANIC AND
NOAA ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION





	NOAA In Your State
Illinois

	NOAA's work touches the daily lives of every person in the United States and in much of the world. Our products and services are the result of the hard work of NOAA’s dedicated staff and partner organizations located in program and research offices throughout the country. The following is a summary of NOAA programs based in, and focused on, your state. The entries are listed by statewide, region, and then by congressional districts and cities or towns.
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Great Lake’s Region
National Ocean Service (NOS)

Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS) Program

IOOS Regional Association

The Great Lakes Observing System (GLOS) provides public access to critical, real-time and historical information about the Great Lakes, St. Lawrence River and interconnecting waterways for use in managing, safeguarding and understanding these immensely valuable freshwater resources. GLOS is intended to gather and integrate chemical, biologic and hydrologic data, and monitor lake conditions and trends over time.

http://www.glos.us/
National Ocean Service (NOS)

Office of Response and Restoration

Great Lakes

As a steward of our nation’s coastal and marine environments, NOAA addresses immediate and long-term environmental threats through its Office of Response and Restoration (OR&R). Scientists are on call around-the-clock to provide the U.S. Coast Guard and other emergency responders with critical information to help minimize environmental damage caused by oil and hazardous chemical spills. Environmental experts assess ecosystems compromised by historic or ongoing contamination and work with other organizations to conduct remediation, restoration, and monitoring of critical natural resources.

http://response.restoration.noaa.gov/book_shelf/1430_GL%20st%20summ.pdf
Statewide
National Weather Service (NWS) and Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Incident Meteorologist Program and Earth Systems Research Laboratory

Fire Weather Services and Support

The National Weather Service (NWS) fire weather forecasters are called Incident Meteorologists (IMETS). When a fire reaches a large enough size the IMETS are called out to the fire to provide constant weather updates and forecast briefings to the fire incident commanders at the fire. The IMETS are very important members of the fire fighting team, as changes in the fires are largely due to changes in the weather. To improve NWS fire weather services to the public, NOAA’s Earth System Research Laboratory (ESRL) conducts modeling, instrumentation and data services research. ESRL data dissemination and display systems are designed to be used by trained meteorologists, the US Forest Service, and the Bureau of Land Management. For example, the FX-Net thin client system and the Gridded FX-Net full function system are ESRL-developed software systems that are a critical part of the equipment the IMETS bring with them to the fire. These mobile PC–based client software packages are used by NWS forecasters at fires in all 50 states. Computer servers that communicate with the mobile PC clients are located in Hawaii, Alaska, Utah, Colorado, Texas and New York. The PC-base clients are also used by state emergency managers in many of the NWS regional areas. Other collaborators who work to improve NWS fire weather services include the University of Colorado in Boulder (CU), NCAR and private sector instrumentation companies.

IL- 2

Chicago

National Ocean Service (NOS)

Center for Operational Oceanographic Products and Services

National Water Level Observation Network

The National Ocean Service (NOS) operates one long-term continuously operating water level station in the State of Illinois which provides data and information on Great Lakes and interconnecting waterways datums and lake level regulation and is capable of producing real-time data for storm surge warning. This station is located on Lake Michigan at Calumet Harbor. The National Ocean Service (NOS) also operates the Great Lakes Operational Forecast System (GLOFS). The GLOFS provides the maritime community with improved short-term prediction of water levels, currents, and water temperatures in Lake Michigan. These predictions are based on a hydrodynamic model and are considered to be computer-generated forecast guidance.

http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov 
IL- 7

Chicago

National Ocean Service (NOS)

Office of Response and Restoration

Regional Resource Coordinator

NOAA acts on behalf of the Secretary of Commerce as a Federal trustee, under CERCLA and other laws, for natural resources in coastal and marine areas. NOAA's mandate is to protect and restore trust resources that are injured by Superfund site contaminants. NOAA fulfills its responsibilities through an effective network of Regional Resource Coordinators (RRCs) placed in eight EPA regional offices, as well as an interdisciplinary technical support group located in Seattle. The RRC based in Chicago responds to local technical requirements by identifying risks to natural resources, recommending protective remedial measures, and designing projects to restore injured resources and habitats in cooperation with U.S. EPA Superfund program managers, the State of Illinois, and other trustee agencies. RRCs work with lead cleanup agencies to achieve remedies that protect both human health and natural resources by fostering cooperative, cost-effective problem solving strategies; developing environmentally protective remedies; and minimizing costly litigation. Additionally, RRCs improve coordination among trustee agencies and protect natural resources through participation in settlement negotiations with responsible parties.

http://response.restoration.noaa.gov.
IL-13

Romeoville / Chicagoland / Northwest Indiana

National Weather Service (NWS)

Weather Forecast Office

Romeoville/Chicagoland WFO

Located at Lewis University Airport in Romeoville, this National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office provides weather and flood warnings, daily forecasts, and meteorologic and hydrologic data for 18 counties in northeast Illinois and five counties in northwest Indiana; serving a population of more than 9,666,000. This office also provides marine forecasts and warnings for near-shore and open waters of Lake Michigan.

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/lot
IL-14

Aurora /Chicagoland

National Weather Service (NWS)

Auroroa CWSU

Center Weather Service Unit
Housed in the Federal Aviation Administration's Chicago Air Route Traffic Control Center (ARTCC), the Center Weather Service Unit Aurora staff provides forecasts and other weather information to ARTCC personnel for use in directing the safe, smooth flow of aviation traffic in northern Illinois, northern Indiana, southwest Michigan, southern Wisconsin, and eastern Iowa.

http://aviationweather.noaa.gov/products/cwsu
 

IL-17

Springfield

National Ocean Service (NOS)

National Geodetic Survey

Geodetic Advisor

The Geodetic Advisor is a jointly funded National Ocean Service (NOS) employee that resides in the state to provide liaison between NOS and the host state. The Geodetic Advisor guides and assists the state's charting, geodetic and surveying programs through technical expertise. This program also provides assistance in planning and implementing Geographic/Land Information System (GIS/LIS) projects.

http://www.ngs.noaa.gov/ADVISORS/AdvisorsIndex.shtml
IL-18

Lincoln

National Weather Service (NWS)

Weather Forecast Office

Central Illinois WFO

Located at the Logan County Airport in Lincoln, this National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office provides weather and flood warnings, daily forecasts and meteorologic and hydrologic data for 35 counties in central and east-central Illinois, serving a population of more than 1,639,000.

http://www.crh.noaa.gov/ilx
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