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	“NOAA's work touches the daily lives of every person in the United States and in much of the world. Our products and services are the result of the hard work of NOAA’s dedicated staff and partner organizations located in program and research offices throughout the country. The following is a summary of NOAA programs based in, and focused on, your state (as of January 2008).” 

· Vice Admiral Conrad Lautenbacher

Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere and NOAA Administrator
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	Kentucky – Statewide

National Weather Service and NOAA Research

Incident Meteorologist Program and Earth Systems Research Laboratory

Fire Weather Services and Support

The National Weather Service (NWS) fire weather forecasters are called Incident Meteorologists (IMETS).  When a fire reaches a large enough size the IMETS are called out to the fire to provide constant weather updates and forecast briefings to the fire incident commanders at the fire.  The IMETS are very important members of the fire fighting team, as changes in the fires are largely due to changes in the weather.  To improve NWS fire weather services to the public, NOAA’s Earth System Research Laboratory (ESRL) conducts modeling, instrumentation and data services research.  ESRL data dissemination and display systems are designed to be used by trained meteorologists, the US Forest Service, and the Bureau of Land Management.  For example, the FX-Net thin client system and the Gridded FX-Net full function system are ESRL-developed software systems that are a critical part of the equipment the IMETS bring with them to the fire.  These mobile PC–based client software packages are used by NWS forecasters at fires in all 50 states. Computer servers that communicate with the mobile PC clients are located in Hawaii, Alaska, Utah, Colorado, Texas and New York.  The PC-base clients are also used by state emergency managers in many of the NWS regional areas.  Other collaborators who work to improve NWS fire weather services include the University of Colorado in Boulder (CU), NCAR and private sector instrumentation companies.

NOAA Research

Earth System Research Laboratory

Ground Based GPS Meteorology

The Earth System Research Laboratory operates and maintains the Ground-Based GPS Meteorology project, currently consisting of more than 300 GPS water vapor observing systems that provide near real-time integrated precipitable water vapor (IPW) measurements for weather forecasting, climate modeling, observing system calibration and validation, and research. This project provides water vapor data available to all users. For more information, visit http://www.gpsmet.noaa.gov/jsp/raob.jsp.
KY-1 (Paducah)

National Weather Service 
Weather Forecast Office 
Located at Barkley Regional Airport in Paducah, this Weather Forecast Office provides weather and flood warnings, daily forecasts and meteorologic and hydrologic data for 22 counties in western Kentucky, six counties in southwest Indiana, 19 counties in southern Illinois, and 11 counties in southeast Missouri; serving a population of more than 1,567,000. For additional information on the Paducah Weather Forecast Office, please visit http://www.crh.noaa.gov/pah.
KY-2 (Bowling Green)

NOAA Research

Climate Reference Network 

Each U.S. Climate Reference Network (USCRN) station provides benchmark measurements of surface air temperature and precipitation.  Collectively the USCRN measurements monitor and document the National annual average temperature and precipitation trends across the lower 48 contiguous states over long periods of time.  Deploying USCRN stations in Alaska will provide similar monitoring and documentation across Alaska.  A list of the operational sites and links to their data are available at this URL: http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/crn/sites.html.
KY-3 (Louisville/Southern Indiana)

National Weather Service 
Weather Forecast Office 
Located at 6201 Theiler Lane in Louisville, this Weather Forecast Office provides weather and flood warnings, daily forecasts and meteorologic and hydrologic data for 10 counties in southern Indiana and 49 counties in the central third of Kentucky; serving a population of more than 2,528,000. For additional information on the Louisville Weather Forecast Office, please visit http://www.crh.noaa.gov/lmk.
KY-5 (Jackson)

National Weather Service 
Weather Forecast Office 
Located at Jackson Municipal Airport, this Weather Forecast Office provides weather and flood warnings, daily forecasts and meteorologic and hydrologic data for 33 counties in eastern Kentucky; serving a population of more than 737,000. For additional information on the Jackson Weather Forecast Office, please visit http://www.crh.noaa.gov/jkl.
KY-6 (Frankfort)

National Ocean Service
National Geodetic Survey
Geodetic Advisor
The Geodetic Advisor is a jointly funded National Ocean Service (NOS) employee that resides in the state to provide liaison between NOS and the host state. The Geodetic Advisor guides and assists the state's charting, geodetic and surveying programs through technical expertise. This program also provides assistance in planning and implementing Geographic/Land Information System (GIS/LIS) projects. Additional information on the National Geodetic Survey's State Geodetic Advisor Program can be found at http://www.ngs.noaa.gov/ADVISORS/AdvisorsIndex.shtml.
KY-6 (Versailles)

NOAA Research

Climate Reference Network 

Each U.S. Climate Reference Network (USCRN) station provides benchmark measurements of surface air temperature and precipitation.  Collectively the USCRN measurements monitor and document the National annual average temperature and precipitation trends across the lower 48 contiguous states over long periods of time.  Deploying USCRN stations in Alaska will provide similar monitoring and documentation across Alaska.  The modernization of the U.S. Historical Climatology Network (USHCN-M) will increase the reference observational network making it possible to track U.S. regional annual average temperature and precipitation trends over long periods of time.  A list of the operational sites and links to their data are available at this URL: http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/crn/sites.html.


	NOAA’s Office of Legislative Affairs

Tel: 202-482-4981     http://www.legislative.noaa.gov


2

