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	NOAA In Your State and Territory
Northern Mariana Islands

	“NOAA's work touches the daily lives of every person in the United States and in much of the world. Our products and services are the result of the hard work of NOAA’s dedicated staff and partner organizations located in program and research offices throughout the country. The following is a summary of NOAA programs based in, and focused on, your territory (as of January 2008).” 

· Vice Admiral Conrad Lautenbacher

Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere and NOAA Administrator

	Northern Mariana Islands - Entire Commonwealth 

NOAA Research
Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory
NOAA Center for Tsunami Research (NCTR) (http://nctr.pmel.noaa.gov)
The Tsunami Research Program at the Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory (PMEL), headquartered in Seattle, Washington, seeks to mitigate tsunami hazards to all U.S. coastal states and territories. A tsunami is a series of very large ocean waves caused by underwater earthquakes, landslides, volcanic eruptions, explosions, and even meteor impacts. Capable of flooding hundreds of meters inland past the typical high-water level, the fast-moving water associated with an inundating tsunami can crush homes and other coastal structures. More common occurrences, and devastating in an economic sense, are false alarms that lead to expensive evacuations of coastal areas. 

The PMEL NCTR staff conducts research and development activities in close collaboration with the National Weather Service (NWS) Tsunami Warning Centers, National Data Buoy Center (NDBC), and the coastal states. Activities focus on the development of site-specific forecast models for coastal population centers. These models are integrated into a PMEL-developed operational tsunami forecasting system at the Tsunami Warning Centers. PMEL developed the original real-time DART tsunami-measuring buoy which has been transitioned to NDBC. Engineering development is underway at PMEL to improve the cost-effectiveness of these platforms. Tsunami research at PMEL focuses on model improvements and tsunami hazard mitigation.  

National Weather Service
Pacific Region Headquarters 
Located in the Mauka Tower of the Pacific Guardian Center in downtown Honolulu, HI, this regional office has administrative and management responsibilities for all National Weather Service field operations in Hawaii and the territories of American Samoa, Guam and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands. These areas include offices in Honolulu, Hilo, Kahului, and Lihue, Hawaii; Guam; Pago Pago, American Samoa; Koror, Republic of Palau; Majuro, Republic of the Marshall Islands; and Pohnpei, Yap and Chuuk, Federated Sates of Micronesia. 
The NWS Pacific Region operates its five Micronesian offices in cooperation with the Republic of the Palau, Republic of the Marshall Islands and the Federated States of Micronesia in accordance with the provisions of the Compact of Free Association between the United States and each Micronesian government. The five Micronesian Weather Service Offices provide the United States with critical Upper-Air Data and Aviation Weather Observations. 
These offices also provide adaptive weather forecasts and warnings to their local constituents. The Pacific Region Headquarters also oversees the Central Pacific Hurricane Center and the Pacific Tsunami Warning Center, and it hosts the International Tsunami Information Center. For additional information on the Pacific Region Headquarters, please visit: http://www.prh.noaa.gov
National Weather Service
Weather Forecast Office
Located near the International Airport in Guam, this National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office has public, aviation and marine forecast and warning responsibility for Guam and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands and the surrounding ocean areas. In addition, WFO Guam has international responsibilities for aviation advisories and forecasts for the tropical Pacific from 130E to 160E; public tropical cyclone watch, warnings and advisory products for the tropical islands of the northwest Pacific; and forecast support for weather service programs involving the Republic of the Marshall Islands, the Federated States of Micronesia, and the Republic of Palau under the Compact Agreement of Free Association treaties. For further information on the Guam Weather Forecast Office, please visit: http://www.nws.noaa.gov/pr/guam
National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Informational Service

Satellite Assisted Search and Rescue (SARSAT)
Cospas-Sarsat is an international, humanitarian search and rescue system that uses satellites to detect and locate emergency beacons carried by ships, aircraft, or individuals. The system consists of a network of satellites, ground stations, mission control centers, and rescue coordination centers.  NOAA's polar and geostationary satellites are part of the high-tech, international Search and Rescue Satellite-Aided Tracking System, along with Russia's Cospas spacecraft, called COSPAS-SARSAT. The SARSAT system uses a network of satellites to quickly detect and locate distress signals from emergency beacons onboard aircraft, boats and from hand-held personal locator beacons. 

When a NOAA satellite pinpoints a distress location within the United States, or its surrounding waters, the information is relayed to the agency's SARSAT Mission Control Center in Suitland, Md., and sent to a Rescue Coordination Center, operated either by the U.S. Air Force (for land rescues), U.S. Coast Guard (for water rescues), or a local rescue coordinator.  Additional information is available at: www.sarsat.noaa.gov/
National Marine Fisheries Service 

Pacific Islands Regional Office

Habitat Conservation Field Office
The Habitat Conservation field office in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands is an extension of the Honolulu office that reviews local Army Corps of Engineer permit applications and is engaged in extensive field work to support project reviews. This field office responds to request from other National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) divisions as the local experts providing valuable information on habitat and protected resources.  The Habitat Conservation division in the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands coordinates activities of the NMFS Coral Program including the responsibility of revising local action strategies and works closely with coral reef program points of contact on issues of funding projects in the area.  There are field offices in Guam and American Samoa serving similar functions.

NMI (Saipan) 
National Ocean Service
Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management
Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands Coastal Management Program
Lead Agency: Northern Mariana Islands Coastal Resources Management Office

Solid waste disposal and water pollution are two of the major threats to the Northern Marianas' coasts. To combat these threats, the program oversees port and industrial activities along the shoreline in lagoons, reefs, wetlands, and mangrove swamps.

Tourism is the commonwealth's primary industry, making the coast vital to its economy. The Coastal Resources Management Office administers the program and makes permit decisions. Six other commonwealth agencies form a coastal resources management board that reviews appealed policy decisions. For more information on the Commonwealth of Northern Mariana Islands Coastal Management Program, please visit: http://www.ocrm.nos.noaa.gov/czm/czmnorthernmarianas.html  
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