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	NOAA In Your State
Oregon

	NOAA's work touches the daily lives of every person in the United States and in much of the world. Our products and services are the result of the hard work of NOAA’s dedicated staff and partner organizations located in program and research offices throughout the country. The following is a summary of NOAA programs based in, and focused on, your state. The entries are listed by statewide, region, and then by congressional districts and cities or towns.
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	OR

Coastal

National Ocean Service (NOS)

Center for Operational Oceanographic Products and Services

National Water Level Observation Network

The National Ocean Service (NOS) operates five long-term continuously operating tide stations in the state of Oregon, which provide data and information on tidal datum and relative sea level trends, and are capable of producing real-time data for storm surge warning. These stations are located at Port Orford, Charleston, South Beach, Garibaldi, and Astoria.

http:/tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov
National Ocean Service (NOS)

Coastal Services Center (CSC)

Coastal Elevation Mapping

The Center works with state and local officials to collect and distribute high-resolution topographic and bathymetric data sets. The Center worked with the private sector to acquire new light detection and ranging (lidar) and Interferometric Synthetic Aperture Radar (IfSAR) data for coastal management applications such as the analysis of storm surge and storm inundation, erosion, and habitat mapping. The Center also worked with state and federal partners to share costs and find multiple uses for coastal lidar and IfSAR data sets.

http://www.csc.noaa.gov/crs/tcm/
National Ocean Service (NOS)

Coastal Services Center (CSC)

Coastal Storms Program Protecting Communities in the Pacific Northwest

The Coastal Storms Program, a cross-NOAA program, is developing tools and models and launching new oceanic and atmospheric observation platforms along the coastal region of the Columbia River Watershed in Oregon and Washington. Included are ecological assessments of aquatic impacts from storm water runoff, near shore wave models, a coastal inundation tool, a Columbia River circulation model, a new buoy, and water level gauges. Together these tools will benefit communities and emergency managers by equipping them to better prepare for, and mitigate the effects of, coastal hazards

http://www.csc.noaa.gov/csp/pacific_nw/pacific_nw.html
National Ocean Service (NOS)

Coastal Services Center (CSC)

Land Cover Mapping

Nothing provides a big-picture view of land cover status better than these maps, which are developed using remote sensing technology. The Center has baseline land cover data for most of the coastal zone. The goal is to update the imagery every five years to also provide a means of detecting change or trends.

http://www.csc.noaa.gov/landcover/
National Ocean Service (NOS)

Coastal Services Center (CSC)

Legislative Atlas

This Web-based legislative mapping tool provides coastal resource managers with easy access to coastal legislative data and information. In 2008 the Legislative Atlas team added additional legislative information for the three regions represented in the atlas—Hawaii, West Coast, and the Gulf of Maine. This added information included both federal and state regulations. The legislative query tool is also being redesigned according to user input.

http://www.csc.noaa.gov/legislativeatlas/
National Ocean Service (NOS)

Coastal Services Center (CSC)

Oregon Coastal Inundation Visualization Tool

This tool incorporates real-time data collected from the National Data Buoy Center and the National Ocean Service to calculate the combined effect of wave run-up and tides on the beach. This tool allows the user to identify erosion or flooding during a storm. Users can also view information from past storms, such as peak wave and tide heights. Animations of historical inundation are also available through an accompanying website.

http://www.csc.noaa.gov/cspPNW/
National Ocean Service (NOS)

Coastal Services Center (CSC)

Storm and Shoreline Products for Practitioners

Resilience is about building the capacity to “bounce back.” These products enhance community resilience by providing information, resources, and tools relating to coastal storm hazards and shoreline change. Products and services include the following: a storm information website, easy access to hurricane evacuation studies, an expanded hurricane preparedness study for Chatham County, Georgia, including a decision-support tool and model for mapping storm surge zones, and an information guide regarding best management practices for shoreline change.

National Ocean Service (NOS)

Coastal Services Center (CSC)

Training

The Center provides training to the coastal resource managers of the nation in three focus areas: geospatial technology, coastal management, and building process skills. Training can take place at the Center’s training facility for some courses but most often is taken to coastal managers in the field.

http://www.csc.noaa.gov/bins/resources/training.html
National Ocean Service (NOS)

Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS) Program

IOOS Regional Association

The NOAA Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS) program manages the development of a national network of 11 Regional Associations (RAs) of coastal ocean observing systems. The Northwest Association of Networked Ocean Observing Systems (NANOOS) is the Regional Association of the national Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS) in the Pacific Northwest, primarily Washington, Oregon, and Northern California. NANOOS is creating customized information and tools for especially with an emphasis on maritime operations, ecosystem impacts, regional fisheries, coastal hazards. NANOOS has strong ties with the observing programs in California, Alaska and British Columbia through our common purpose and the occasional overlap of data and products

http://www.nanoos.org/
Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Earth System Research Laboratory/Chemical Sciences Division

Fish Lidar, Oceanic, Experimental (FLOE)

NOAA's Earth System Research Laboratory is doing numerous coastal water surveys using NOAA Fish Lidar. LIDAR is an acronym for Light Detection And Ranging. Fish Lidar uses pulses of laser light to measure schools of fish swimming in the ocean. The per kilometer cost of a survey using Lidar from a small aircraft is less than 10% of a ship survey, and the depth penetration is more than 3 times that of a visual survey. Current projects include distribution of forage species and biological hot spots in the southeast Bering Sea, abundance and distribution of sardine off the coast of Oregon and Washington, and surveys of menhaden abundance in Chesapeake Bay. The observations in Oregon and Washington use a NOAA Twin Otter. Collaborators are NOAA Fisheries (Northwest Science Center), University of Alaska at Fairbanks, the University of Washington, and Oregon State University.

http://esrl.noaa.gov/csd/fishlidar/

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory

NOAA Center for Tsunami Research (NCTR)

The Tsunami Research Program at the Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory (PMEL), headquartered in Seattle, Washington, seeks to mitigate tsunami hazards to all U.S. coastal states and territories, including Oregon. A tsunami is a series of very large ocean waves caused by underwater earthquakes, landslides, volcanic eruptions, explosions, and even meteor impacts. Capable of flooding hundreds of meters inland past the typical high-water level, the fast-moving water associated with an inundating tsunami can crush homes and other coastal structures. More common occurrences, and devastating in an economic sense, are false alarms that lead to expensive evacuations of coastal areas. The PMEL NCTR staff conducts research and development activities in close collaboration with the National Weather Service (NWS) Tsunami Warning Centers, National Data Buoy Center (NDBC), and the coastal states. Activities focus on the development of site-specific forecast models for coastal population centers. These models are integrated into a PMEL-developed operational tsunami forecasting system at the Tsunami Warning Centers. PMEL developed the original real-time DART tsunami-measuring buoy, which has been transitioned to NDBC. Engineering development is underway at PMEL to improve the cost-effectiveness of these platforms. Tsunami research at PMEL focuses on model improvements and tsunami hazard mitigation.

http://nctr.pmel.noaa.gov
Eugene, Fort Stevens, Klamath Falls, Salem, Seneca

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Earth System Research Laboratory/Global Systems Division

Ground- Based GPS Meteorology

The Earth System Research Laboratory maintains the Ground-Based GPS Meteorology project, currently consisting of 400 GPS water vapor observing systems that provide near real-time integrated precipitable water vapor (IPW) measurements for weather forecasting, climate modeling, calibration and validation of satellite and radiosonde water vapor measurements, and research. This project provides water vapor data available to all users.

http://www.gpsmet.noaa.gov/jsp/raob.jsp
Statewide

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

Northwest Region

Northwest Regional Office and Fisheries Science Center

NMFS is responsible for the management, conservation and protection of living marine resources within the United States' Exclusive Economic Zone (water to 200 miles off the seaward boundaries of coastal states). Using the tools provided by the Magnuson-Stevens Act, NMFS assesses and predicts the status of fish stocks, develops and ensures compliance with fisheries regulations, restores and protects habitat and works to reduce wasteful fishing practices, and promote sustainable fisheries. Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and the Endangered Species Act, NMFS recovers protected marine species (i.e. whales, turtles). The Northwest Regional Office (located in Seattle, WA) administers programs off the coasts of Oregon and Washington, and in the vast inland watershed habitats of Pacific salmon in Washington, Oregon, and Idaho. Its principal responsibility is implementing the Endangered Species Act and recovering 26 populations of listed salmon and steelhead.

The Regional Office is the lead for managing 82 species of Pacific coast groundfish on the west coast, and is responsible for protecting northwest marine mammals. The Northwest Fisheries Science Center’s headquarters (also in Seattle, WA) was created in 1931 and was the first government laboratory dedicated to the study of living marine resources on the West Coast. The Center’s mission is to provide the science necessary to conserve and manage living marine resources and their ecosystems, with an emphasis on the Pacific Northwest. The Center conducts research on salmon and groundfish species along the West Coast and provides the best available scientific information to help guide the Northwest Regional Office and the Pacific Fishery Management Council. The Center also directs the research efforts of its five field research stations located throughout Washington and Oregon.

http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/ and http://www.nwfsc.noaa.gov/
National Weather Service (NWS) and Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Incident Meteorologist Program and Earth Systems Research Laboratory

Fire Weather Services and Support

The National Weather Service (NWS) fire weather forecasters are called Incident Meteorologists (IMETS). When a fire reaches a large enough size the IMETS are called out to the fire to provide constant weather updates and forecast briefings to the fire incident commanders at the fire. The IMETS are very important members of the fire fighting team, as changes in the fires are largely due to changes in the weather. To improve NWS fire weather services to the public, NOAA’s Earth System Research Laboratory (ESRL) conducts modeling, instrumentation and data services research. ESRL data dissemination and display systems are designed to be used by trained meteorologists, the US Forest Service, and the Bureau of Land Management. For example, the FX-Net thin client system and the Gridded FX-Net full function system are ESRL-developed software systems that are a critical part of the equipment the IMETS bring with them to the fire. NWS forecasters at fires in all 50 states use these mobile PC–based client software packages. Computer servers that communicate with the mobile PC clients are located in Hawaii, Alaska, Utah, Colorado, Texas and New York. State emergency managers in many of the NWS regional areas also use the PC-base clients. Other collaborators who work to improve NWS fire weather services include the University of Colorado in Boulder (CU), NCAR and private sector instrumentation companies.

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

National Sea Grant College Program

Oregon Sea Grant College Program

NOAA’s National Sea Grant College Program is a federal-university partnership that integrates research, education, and outreach (extension and communications). Sea Grant forms a network of 32 programs in all U.S. coastal and Great Lakes states, Puerto Rico and Guam. Oregon Sea Grant, based at Oregon State University (OSU) in Corvallis, is a broad program that develops and supports research, education, and outreach to help people understand, rationally use, and conserve marine and coastal resources. The users of Oregon's marine resources are key stakeholders in the program. An advisory council of marine industry and coastal community leaders provides review and guidance for the program's research and outreach goals. In recent years, competitively awarded grants have supported research in coastal natural hazards, seafood production and technology, fish and shellfish disease control, ecosystem health, biotechnology, and coastal community development. Oregon Sea Grant has been an innovator in promoting interdisciplinary, cooperative, and collaborative research and in extending the results of that research to those who can put it to use. The Communications staff produces research-based informational materials in support of the program's mission. Extension faculty provide expertise to communities the length of the coast. Educational activities are focused at the OSU Hatfield Marine Science Center, where Sea Grant uses the Visitor Center as a social laboratory to research how people learn in informal settings.

http://seagrant.oregonstate.edu.

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Climate Program Office

Oregon Grants

NOAA is a leading provider of climate, weather, and water information and services to the nation and the world. NOAA’s Climate Program Office was established in October 2005. The Office manages the competitive research program by which NOAA funds high-priority climate science to advance understanding of atmospheric, oceanic, land-based, and snow and ice processes, and how they affect climate. It focuses on developing a broader user community for climate products and services, provides NOAA a focal point for climate activities within NOAA, leads NOAA climate education and outreach activities, and coordinates international climate activities. It supports projects across the nation conducted by investigators outside the federal government, such as the through the academic and private sectors, within the federal government, and in NOAA Cooperative Institutes. The Climate Program Office provides climate funding in this state.

http://www.cpo.noaa.gov/

OR-1

Astoria

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

Office of Law Enforcement

Astoria Field Office

NOAA's Office of Law Enforcement is dedicated primarily to the enforcement of laws that protect and regulate our nation’s living marine resources and their natural habitat. Office for Law Enforcement special agents and enforcement officers have specified authority to enforce over 37 statutes, as well as numerous treaties related to the conservation and protection of marine resources and other matters of concern to NOAA. Numerous issues dealing with the resource-rich waters of Washington, Oregon and Idaho remain a time-consuming endeavor for the Northwest Division. With the "overfished" designations for nine species of groundfish on the west coast, the Northwest Division has been fully engaged in the development of Rockfish Conservation Areas and implementation of a Vessel Monitoring Systems for as many as 500 limited entry fishing vessels. Special agents in the Northwest Division focus on two Fishery Management Plans in the Northwest, which manage over 146 species of fish and 15 species of marine mammals found within the three states. Focusing on endangered salmon recovery, minimizing marine mammal harassments and implementing Vessel Monitoring Systems on the west coast ground fishery have been high priorities. The agents, officers and support personnel in this division are charged with the enforcement of marine resource laws covering over 89,241 square miles of ocean, 142,202 miles of inland waters and critical habitat and the Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary.

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ole/nw_northwest.html
Hammond

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

Northwest Fisheries Science Center

Point Adams (Hammond) Research Station

This research site conducts studies to identify and better understand factors that affect the survival of Pacific salmonids in the Columbia River system, ranging from upriver dams to the estuary and adjacent near shore ocean. Ecosystem studies include the ecology and survival of juvenile salmonids in the critical transition from freshwater to ocean environment; predator-prey relationships in the near shore ocean; detailed aspects of fish passage; and the environmental impacts of navigational channel maintenance on river ecosystems. Unique features of the facility include research vessels and small craft for sampling in local waters and a strategic location along the Columbia River estuary for estuarine and near shore-ocean studies.

http://www.nwfsc.noaa.gov/
OR-2

John Day

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Climate Reference Network

John Day Station

The U.S. Climate Reference Network (USCRN) is an operational network of climate stations. Data from the USCRN will be used in operational climate monitoring activities and for placing current climate anomalies into an historical perspective. NOAA's National Climatic Data Center (NCDC) manages and operates the USCRN. The USCRN will also provide the United States with a reference network that contributes to an International network under the auspices of the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS). NOAA’s National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service and NOAA’s Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research jointly manage USCRN.
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/crn/hourly
La Grande

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

Northwest Region

La Grande Field Office

This office houses habitat conservation staff of the NMFS Northwest Regional Office who performs Endangered Species Act consultations on land management activities affecting listed salmon species in the area.

http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/
Medford

National Weather Service (NWS)

Weather Forecast Office

Medford WFO

Located at Medford, this National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office provides weather and flood warnings, daily forecasts and meteorologic and hydrologic data for the seven southwestern counties of Oregon and for Siskiyou and Modoc counties in northern California.

http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/medford
Pendleton

National Weather Service (NWS)

Weather Forecast Office

Pendleton WFO

Located in Pendleton, this National Weather Service Weather Forecast office provides weather and flood warnings, daily forecasts and meteorologic and hydrologic data for central and northeast Oregon and southeast and south-central Washington state.

http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/Pendleton/
Riley

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Climate Reference Network

Riley Station

The U.S. Climate Reference Network (USCRN) is an operational network of climate stations. Data from the USCRN will be used in operational climate monitoring activities and for placing current climate anomalies into an historical perspective. NOAA's National Climatic Data Center (NCDC) manages and operates the USCRN. The USCRN will also provide the United States with a reference network that contributes to an International network under the auspices of the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS). NOAA’s National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service and NOAA’s Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research jointly manage USCRN.
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/crn/hourly
OR-3

Portland

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

Northwest Region

Portland Office

This office houses a variety of NMFS Northwest Region staff members who implement the Endangered Species Act for listed salmon and steelhead. They make Endangered Species Act listing determinations; perform Endangered Species Act consultations on land and water management activities; administer hatchery programs; and do recovery planning for listed populations.

http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/
National Weather Service (NWS)

Weather Forecast Office

Northwest River Forecast Center 

Located in Portland, this National Weather Service Weather Forecast office provides weather and flood warnings, daily forecasts and meteorologic and hydrologic data for northwest Oregon and southwest Washington state. The co-located River Forecast Center provides forecasts of river levels and flooding potential for all rivers in the Pacific Northwest and drainage into the Columbia River Basin.

http://www.wrh.noaa.gov/Portland and http://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov
OR-4

Brookings

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Earth System Research Laboratory/Global Monitoring Division

Carbon America

NOAA's Earth System Research Laboratory (ESRL) operates a new and growing small aircraft-based North American network of sampling sites (Carbon America) to measure vertical profiles of important greenhouse gas concentrations. Air is sampled above the surface up to approximately 25,000 feet above sea level using a reasonably small, light, and economical automated system developed by ESRL researchers. These air samples are delivered to the ESRL laboratory in Boulder, Colorado for measurements of CO2, CH4, and other greenhouse gasses. This data will improve global carbon cycle models. Weekly sampling is conducted from Brookings, OR.
Charleston

National Ocean Service (NOS)

Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management

South Slough National Estuarine Research Reserve

South Slough National Estuarine Research Reserve (SSNERR) was designated in 1974 and encompasses 4800 acres of uplands of Northwest coniferous forest and shrub, freshwater and saltwater tidal wetlands, sub-tidal habitats, and open water. Freshwater marsh areas resulting from historic agricultural dikes are being restored to tidal influence. The reserve provides interpretive services for the general public, educational services for school groups and has a volunteer program. Research priorities include ecological relationships among species and habitat restoration and invasive species. Port Orford cedar, bald eagles, great blue heron, elk, Dungeness crab and ghost shrimp are among the many species found in the reserve. The lead state agency is the Oregon Department of State Lands.

http://nerrs.noaa.gov/SouthSlough/
Coos Bay

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

Office of Law Enforcement

Field Office

NOAA's Office of Law Enforcement is dedicated primarily to the enforcement of laws that protect and regulate our nation’s living marine resources and their natural habitat. Special agents and enforcement officers have specified authority to enforce over 37 statutes, as well as numerous treaties related to the conservation and protection of marine resources and other matters of concern to NOAA. Numerous issues dealing with the resource-rich waters of Washington, Oregon and Idaho remain a time-consuming endeavor for the Northwest Division. With the "over fished" designations for nine species of groundfish on the west coast, the Division has been fully engaged in the development of Rockfish Conservation Areas and implementation of a Vessel Monitoring System for as many as 500 limited entry fishing vessels. Special agents in the Division focus on two Fishery Management Plans in the Northwest, which manage over 146 species of fish and 15 species of marine mammals found within the three states. Focusing on endangered salmon recovery, minimizing marine mammal harassments and implementing Vessel Monitoring System on the west coast ground fishery have been high priorities. The agents, officers and support personnel in this division are charged with the enforcement of marine resource laws covering over 89,241 square miles of ocean, 142,202 miles of inland waters and critical habitat and the Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary.

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ole/nw_northwest.html
Roseburg

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

Northwest Region

Roseburg Field Office

This office houses habitat conservation staff of the NMFS Northwest Regional Office who performs Endangered Species Act consultations on land management activities affecting listed salmon species in the area.

http://www.nwr.noaa.gov/
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

Office of Law Enforcement

Field Office

NOAA's Office of Law Enforcement is dedicated primarily to the enforcement of laws that protect and regulate our nation’s living marine resources and their natural habitat. Special agents and enforcement officers have specified authority to enforce over 37 statutes, as well as numerous treaties related to the conservation and protection of marine resources and other matters of concern to NOAA. Numerous issues dealing with the resource-rich waters of Washington, Oregon and Idaho remain a time-consuming endeavor for the Northwest Division. With the "over fished" designations for nine species of groundfish on the west coast, the Division has been fully engaged in the development of Rockfish Conservation Areas and implementation of a Vessel Monitoring System for as many as 500 limited entry fishing vessels.

Special agents in the Division focus on two Fishery Management Plans in the Northwest, which manage over 146 species of fish and 15 species of marine mammals found within the three states. Focusing on endangered salmon recovery, minimizing marine mammal harassments and implementing Vessel Monitoring System on the west coast ground fishery have been high priorities. The agents, officers and support personnel in this division are charged with the enforcement of marine resource laws covering over 89,241 square miles of ocean, 142,202 miles of inland waters and critical habitat and the Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary.

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ole/nw_northwest.html
OR-5

Corvallis

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Climate Reference Network

Corvallis Station

The U.S. Climate Reference Network (USCRN) is an operational network of climate stations. Data from the USCRN will be used in operational climate monitoring activities and for placing current climate anomalies into an historical perspective. NOAA's National Climatic Data Center (NCDC) manages and operates the USCRN. The USCRN will also provide the United States with a reference network that contributes to an International network under the auspices of the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS). NOAA’s National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service and NOAA’s Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research jointly manage USCRN.
http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/crn/hourly
Newport

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

Alaska Fisheries Science Center

Fisheries Behavioral Ecology Program

The Fisheries Behavioral Ecology Program, based at Oregon State University's Hatfield Marine Science Center in Newport, Oregon, conducts research aimed at understanding the relationships between fish behavior and environmental variables, and how this influences distribution, survival, and recruitment of economically important fish species. Program research also includes experimental analysis of fishing gear performance, and the survival and recovery of fishes from stresses imposed during fishing activity. The goal of the Program is to provide critical information needed to improve survey techniques, to improve predictions on population abundance, distribution and survival, and to conserve populations of economically significant resource species and their habitats.

http://www.afsc.noaa.gov/RACE/behavioral/default.php

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

Northwest Fisheries Science Center

Newport Research Station

This ocean port station is a vital component of Oregon State University's Hatfield Marine Science Center, which serves as a collaborative research hub for government and university scientists. Areas of research by Northwest Fisheries Science Center scientists include assessments of commercial groundfish stocks off the West Coast; studies of interactions among environmental factors and diseases of salmon; investigations of food-web changes in coastal waters related to climate variability and change; and studies of the survival of salmon as they enter the ocean. Unique features of the Newport Research Station include specialized seawater systems for immunological research; a recently constructed office and warehouse building for various program elements, and access to Oregon State University's assets including an ocean-going ship and small craft for sampling in local waters, a ship-support facility for ocean-going research vessels; and a visitor center with public aquaria and displays of the Center's research.

http://www.nwfsc.noaa.gov/
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

Office of Law Enforcement

Field Office

NOAA's Office of Law Enforcement is dedicated primarily to the enforcement of laws that protect and regulate our nation’s living marine resources and their natural habitat. Special agents and enforcement officers have specified authority to enforce over 37 statutes, as well as numerous treaties related to the conservation and protection of marine resources and other matters of concern to NOAA. Numerous issues dealing with the resource-rich waters of Washington, Oregon and Idaho remain a time-consuming endeavor for the Northwest Division. With the "over fished" designations for nine species of groundfish on the west coast, the Division has been fully engaged in the development of Rockfish Conservation Areas and implementation of a Vessel Monitoring System for as many as 500 limited entry fishing vessels.

Special agents in the Division focus on two Fishery Management Plans in the Northwest, which manage over 146 species of fish and 15 species of marine mammals found within the three states. Focusing on endangered salmon recovery, minimizing marine mammal harassments and implementing Vessel Monitoring System on the west coast ground fishery have been high priorities. The agents, officers and support personnel in this division are charged with the enforcement of marine resource laws covering over 89,241 square miles of ocean, 142,202 miles of inland waters and critical habitat and the Olympic Coast National Marine Sanctuary.

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ole/nw_northwest.html
Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Office of Ocean Exploration and Research 

VENTS Program

NOAA's Office of Ocean Exploration and Research focuses on exploration, advanced undersea technology development, research of extreme and unique environments, continental shelf ecosystems, new ocean resources, and ocean dynamics, and the communication of results to various audiences through education and outreach. Scientists and technicians at the NOAA Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory work with the Office of Ocean Exploration and Research to conduct exploratory expeditions to unknown or poorly known regions of the Pacific Ocean. The Ring of Fire expeditions to the western Pacific, for instance, yielded a number of discoveries relevant to NOAA’s Ecosystem and Climate goals. These discoveries include unique seamount-hosted ecosystems, large-volume releases of volcanic CO2 into the ocean, and potential natural laboratories for understanding ecosystem impacts of ocean acidification.

https://www.oceanexplorer.noaa.gov
Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory

Ocean Environment Research Division 

The Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory (PMEL) maintains a satellite research facility at the Hatfield Marine Science Center in Newport, Oregon, where PMEL conducts research on the impacts of submarine volcanoes and hydrothermal venting. The VENTS program focuses on understanding the chemical and thermal effects of venting along the northeast Pacific Ocean seafloor spreading centers. These provide the foundation for prediction of the global-scale impact of seafloor hydrothermal systems on the ocean, supporting the hypothesis that hydrothermal venting at seafloor spreading centers has global significance in terms of the chemical and thermal state of the ocean.

The New Millennium Observatory (NeMO) monitors an active sea floor volcano for hydrothermal and seismic activity. NeMO sends real-time data to shore from a suite of seafloor sensors. VENTS Program scientists, with colleagues from the Oregon State University and other institutions, actively study the microbial biosphere, the living organisms that thrive beneath the ocean's crust. These bacteria and their metabolic by-products have great potential for use in biotechnical and medical applications. VENTS scientists have developed the capability to utilize U.S. Navy sonar arrays to detect small earthquakes associated with hydrothermal activity in the northeast Pacific, leading to the development of autonomous hydrophones by PMEL scientists that record ambient ocean noise, seafloor earthquakes, and migration of whales worldwide.

http://www.pmel.noaa.gov/vents/
Salem

National Ocean Service (NOS)

Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management

Oregon Coastal Management Program/ Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development

The Oregon Department of Land Conservation and Development administer the Oregon Coastal Program. The Oregon coastal zone includes the state’s coastal watersheds and extends inland to the crest of the coast range, with a few minor exceptions.  Two major initiatives for Oregon’s coastal managers are mitigating coastal hazards and managing Pacific Ocean resources. Local governments oversee activity along the state’s coast by following local land use plans that are consistent with statewide goals for the coast.

http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/mystate/or.html


	NOAA’s Office of Legislative Affairs

Tel: 202-482-4981 http://www.legislative.noaa.gov
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