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NOAA In Your Territory

U.S. Virgin Islands

NOAA is an agency that enriches life through science. Our reach goes from the surface of the sun to the depths
of the ocean floor as we work to keep citizens informed of the changing environment around them. From daily
weather forecasts, severe storm warnings, and climate monitoring to fisheries management, coastal restoration
and supporting marine commerce, NOAA’s products and services support economic vitality and affect more than
one-third of America’s gross domestic product. NOAA’s dedicated scientists use cutting-edge research and
high-tech instrumentation to provide citizens, planners, emergency managers and other decision makers with
reliable information they need when they need it. The following is a summary of NOAA facilities, staff, programs,
or activities based in, or focused on, your state or territory.

The following is a summary of NOAA facilities, staff, programs, or activities based in, or focused on, your state or
territory: Starting with highlights, then by cities or towns, and then territory-wide programs.

Highlights of NOAA in U.S. Virgin Islands

Habitat Conservation Division Field Office St. Croix

Coastal Zone Management Program St. Croix

Charlotte Amalie and Limetree Bay

National Ocean Service (NOS) - National Water Level Observation Network

The National Ocean Service (NOS) operates four long-term continuously operating tide stations in the U.S. Virgin Islands,
which provide data and information on tidal data and relative mean sea level trends, and are capable of producing
real-time data for storm surge warning. These stations are located at Lime Tree Bay, Christiansted, Lameshur Bay, and
Charlotte Amelie, VI. Each station is associated with a set of tidal benchmarks installed in the ground that is used to
reference the height of the water levels and helps connect the water level to land.



http://www.noaa.gov/
http://www.sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat_conservation/index.html
http://coast.noaa.gov/czm/mystate/#virginislands
http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov/map/index.shtml?type=BenchMarkSheets&region=cb

St. Croix

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) - Southeast Regional Office, Habitat Conservation Division Field Office
The Southeast Regional Office has the St. Croix Field Office which is located within the Federal Building on St. Croix. This
Office is responsible for implementing NOAA’s Coral Reef Conservation Program in the U.S. Virgin Islands. The Office
works with the U.S. Virgin Islands government and stakeholders to reduce the impacts of fishing on coral reef habitat.
Also, this office conducts mandated essential fish habitat consultations, participates in state and regional habitat planning
and restoration efforts, and provides assistance during hazardous material incidents and hurricane events.

National Ocean Service (NOS) — National Coastal Zone Management Program

Through a unique federal-state partnership, NOAA’s Office for Coastal Management works with the U.S. Virgin Islands
Department of Planning and Natural Resources to implement the National Coastal Zone Management Program in the
U.S. Virgin Islands. NOAA provides the state coastal management program with financial and technical assistance to
further the goals of the Coastal Zone Management Act and ensure coastal waters and lands are used in a balanced way
to support jobs, reduce use conflicts, and sustain natural resources. The liaison between the USVI Coastal Management
Program and NOAA is located on St. Croix, USVI.

Entire Territory

National Marine Fisheries Services (NMFS) - Restoration Center

The NOAA Restoration Center, within the Office of Habitat Conservation, works with private and public partners locally
and nationwide to increase fisheries productivity by restoring coastal habitat. Projects support sustainable fisheries, help
recover threatened and endangered species, and reverse damage from disasters like oil spills, ship groundings, and
severe storms. Since 1992, they have provided more than $750 million to implement more 3,300 coastal habitat
restoration projects. In USVI, the Restoration Center focuses on restoring habitats, implementing projects that reduce
threats to coral habitats including reducing land-based sources of pollution, emergency response to vessel groundings,
and placement of navigational aids to reduce the occurrence of future groundings. For example, we are partnering with
local, state, and federal agencies to implement sediment and erosion control practices to reduce sediment loadings to
coral habitats. By reducing localized threats to coral reef habitats we make the species more resilient to global threats,
such as ocean acidification and increased sea surface temperatures. We also partner with local organizations through the
operation of five coral nurseries in USVI to actively restore coral habitats and enhance threatened coral populations.
Through the Damage Assessment Remediation and Restoration Program, the Restoration Center also collaborates with
other agencies, industry, and citizens to protect and restore coastal and marine resources in USVI threatened or injured
by vessel groundings.

National Weather Service (NWS) - Automated Surface Observing Systems Stations

The Automated Surface Observing Systems (ASOS) program is a joint effort of the National Weather Service (NWS), the
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), and the Department of Defense (DOD). ASOS serves as the Nation's primary
surface weather observing network. ASOS is designed to support weather forecast activities and aviation operations and,
at the same time, support the needs of the meteorological, hydrological, and climatological research communities. ASOS
works non-stop, updating observations every minute, 24 hours a day, every day of the year observing basic weather
elements, such as cloud cover, precipitation, wind, sea level pressure, and conditions, such as rain, snow, freezing rain,
thunderstorms, and fog. There are two ASOS stations in the territory.

National Weather Service (NWS) - Cooperative Observer Program Sites

The National Weather Service (NWS) Cooperative Observer Program (COOP) is comprised of more than 10,000

volunteers who take observations on farms, in urban and suburban areas, National Parks, seashores, and mountaintops.

The data are representative of where people live, work and play. The COOP provides observational meteorological data,
2



http://www.sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat_conservation/index.html
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http://www.nws.noaa.gov/om/coop/

usually consisting of daily maximum and minimum temperatures, snowfall, and 24-hour precipitation totals, required to
define the climate of the United States and to help measure long-term climate changes, and to provide observational
meteorological data in near real-time to support forecast, warning and other public service programs of the NWS. The
data are also used by other federal (including the Department of Homeland Security), state and local entities, as well as
private companies (such as the energy and insurance industries). In some cases, the data are used to make billions of
dollars’ worth of decisions. For example, the energy sector uses COOP data to calculate the Heating and Cooling Degree
Days which are used to determine individuals’ energy bills monthly. There are nine COOP sites in the territory.

National Weather Service (NWS) - NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards Transmitter

NOAA Weather Radio All Hazards (NWR) is a nationwide network of radio stations broadcasting continuous weather
information directly from the nearest National Weather Service (NWS) forecast office. NWR broadcasts official NWS
warnings, watches, forecasts and other hazard information 24 hours a day, 7 days a week. Working with the Federal
Communication Commission's (FCC) Emergency Alert System, NWR is an "All Hazards" radio network, making it the
single source for comprehensive weather and emergency information. In conjunction with federal, state, and local
emergency managers and other public officials, NWR also broadcasts warning and post-event information for all types of
hazards — including natural (such as earthquakes), environmental (such as oil spills), and public safety. NWR is provided
as a public service by the NWS. NWR includes 1,100 transmitters covering all 50 states, adjacent coastal waters, Puerto
Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, and the U.S. Pacific Territories. There is one NWR transmitter in the territory.

NOAA Office of Education — Environmental Literacy Program

NOAA'’s Environmental Literacy Program (ELP), administered by the Office of Education, provides grants and in-kind
support to build the capacity of institutions and networks to advance NOAA’s mission through formal (K-12) and informal
education. In the U.S. Virgin Islands, ELP supports the University of the Virgin Islands’s (UVI) Center for Marine and
Environmental Studies through an Environmental Literacy Grant focused on helping people and their communities build
the environmental literacy necessary to become more resilient to local weather and climate hazards. UVI's Center for
Marine and Environmental Studies project will be the Territory’s first sustained, community-based, hurricane hazard
preparedness program. Through new and strengthened strategic partnerships and the development of a long-term
community-based program, underrepresented middle- and high-school youth, and their families will be empowered as
environmental leaders and change agents. Partners from the NOAA’s Marine Debris Program will share lessons and
materials to their networks, allowing for national dissemination and impact.

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) - Sea Turtle Salvage and Stranding Network

The Sea Turtle Stranding and Salvage Network (STSSN) was formally established in 1980 to collect information on and
document strandings of marine turtles along the U.S. Gulf of Mexico and Atlantic coasts. The network, which includes
federal, state and private partners, encompasses the coastal areas of the eighteen-state region from Maine to Texas, and
includes portions of the U.S. Caribbean. Data gathered by the Network helps inform bycatch reduction efforts, track
factors affecting turtle health, and provide other information needed for sea turtle management and population recovery.

National Ocean Service (NOS) - Coral Reef Conservation Program
NOAA'’s Coral Reef Conservation Program brings together multidisciplinary expertise from over 30 NOAA offices and
partners to protect, conserve and restore coral reef resources. The program focuses on three threats to coral reefs -
climate change, unsustainable fishing practices, and land-based sources of pollution - as well as coral reef restoration. In
response to identified threats and management priorities developed by coral reef managers in U.S. Virgin Islands, the
program invests in initiatives to identify priority watersheds and develop management plans to reduce pollutant inputs to
reef resources, build stewardship capacity for conservation programs, reduce fishing impacts on stocks that affect reef
resiliency and health, and promote reef recovery from coral bleaching, ship groundings, and other events. Examples of
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projects include: characterizing the East End Marine Park species, supporting watershed management plan development
and reviews, enhancing enforcement of marine protection regulations, and operating nurseries to continue coral
production and planting to support an Acropora recovery plan. NOAA's Coral Management Liaison works in St Croix in
close collaboration with the Division of Coastal Zone Management in the Department of Planning and Natural Resources
and other local and federal partners responsible for coral reef management..

National Ocean Service (NOS) - Navigation Manager

NOAA'’s navigation managers work directly with pilots, port authorities, and recreational boating organizations in the U.S.
Virgin Islands. They help identify the navigational challenges facing marine transportation in the U.S. Virgin Islands and
provide NOAA's resources and services that promote safe and efficient navigation. Navigation managers are on call to
provide expertise and NOAA navigation response coordination in case of severe coastal weather events or other marine
emergencies. The Office of Coast Survey has a navigation manager in Fernandina Beach, Florida to support mariners
and stakeholders in South Florida, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

National Ocean Service (NOS) - OR&R Scientific Support Coordinator and Regional Resource Coordinator
NOAA's Office of Response and Restoration (OR&R) brings decades of experience, technical expertise and scientific
analysis in response to oil and hazardous chemical spills. Nine regionally based Scientific Support Coordinators (SSCs)
harness the input of a multi-disciplinary team to address issues such as oil slick trajectory forecasting, environmental
tradeoffs, best practices, resources at risk, and chemical hazard assessment to reduce risks to coastal habitats and
resources. OR&R also helps develop preparedness plans that identify spill response actions with the greatest
environmental benefit and trains hundreds of members of the response community each year on the scientific and
technical aspects of spills. The SSC provides support from local emergencies to events that draw national attention like
Hurricane Maria.

ORA&R identifies and quantifies environmental injury caused by releases of oil and hazardous materials. Our network of
Regional Resource Coordinators (RRC’s) work on multi-disciplinary scientific, economic, and legal teams with the goal of
securing the appropriate amount and type of restoration required to restore injured NOAA trust resources and
compensate the public for their lost use. We collaborate with NMFS Restoration Center and NOAA General Council
through the Damage Assessment, Remediation, and Restoration Program to ensure the process is efficient, legally
defensible and restoration focused.

National Ocean Service (NOS) - OR&R Caribbean Environmental Response Management Application

Assessing important spatial information and designing successful restoration projects rely upon interpreting and mapping
geographic information, including the location, duration, and impacts from oil spills, other hazardous materials, or debris
released into the environment. Caribbean Environmental Response Management Application (ERMA®) is an online
mapping tool that integrates both static and real-time spatial data, such as Environmental Sensitivity Index maps, ship
locations, weather, and habitat maps, in a centralized, easy-to-use format to assist environmental responders and
decision makers. Caribbean ERMA has been used to visualize environmental response data during regional response
drills, to map small vessel groundings near coral reefs, and to assist in identifying hazardous facilities and natural
resources affected by recent hurricanes.

National Ocean Service (NOS) - OR&R Marine Debris Projects and Partnerships
The NOAA Marine Debris Program (MDP) leads national and international efforts to research, prevent, and reduce the
impacts of marine debris. The program supports marine debris removal, education and outreach, and research projects in
partnership with state and local agencies, tribes, non-governmental organizations, academia, and industry. The MDP’s
Florida and Caribbean Regional Coordinator is based in St. Petersburg, Florida and supports coordination efforts with
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regional stakeholders, provides support to grant-funded projects, tracks progress of projects, and conducts regional
marine debris outreach to local audiences. In the U.S. Virgin Islands, the MDP is partnering with the University of the
Virgin Islands on a prevention project to implement marine debris curricula in local schools, lead hands-on beach
cleanups, and develop student-led marine debris projects. The MDP is also working with federal and territory agencies,
local governments, and other stakeholders, to develop the U.S. Virgin Islands Marine Debris Emergency Response
Guide.

National Ocean Service (NOS) - Caribbean Coastal Ocean Observing System

The U.S. Integrated Ocean Observing System, or IOOS®, is a federally and regionally coordinated observing system with
17 interagency and 11 regional partners. The System addresses regional and national needs for coastal, ocean, and
Great Lakes data and information. This includes gathering and disseminating regional observations; data management;
modeling and analysis; education and outreach; and research and development. The Caribbean Coastal Ocean
Observing System (CARICOOS), one of 11 IOOS regional coastal ocean observing systems, is driving the
implementation of the IOOS for Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands, focused on meeting identified stakeholder needs
for improved real time data products and forecasts of coastal weather (winds, waves and currents), water quality and
hurricane-driven inundation for the U.S. Caribbean Exclusive Economic Zone (EEZ).

NOAA In Your State is managed by NOAA’s Office of Legislative and Intergovernmental Affairs and maintained
with information provided by NOAA'’s Line, Corporate, and Staff Offices. Questions about specific programs or
offices should be directed to the NOAA Line, Corporate, or Staff Office listed.

More information for those offices may be found at NOAA.gov.
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