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	“NOAA's work touches the daily lives of every person in the United States and in much of the world. Our products and services are the result of the hard work of NOAA’s dedicated staff and partner organizations located in program and research offices throughout the country. The following is a summary of NOAA programs based in, and focused on, your state (as of January 2008).” 

· Vice Admiral Conrad Lautenbacher

Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere and NOAA Administrator
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	Louisiana - Statewide 

NOAA Research
NOAA's National Sea Grant College Program
Louisiana Sea Grant College Program
NOAA’s National Sea Grant College Program is a federal-university partnership that integrates research, education, and outreach (extension and communications). Sea Grant forms a network of 32 programs in all U.S. coastal and Great Lakes states, Puerto Rico and Guam. Louisiana Sea Grant promotes the wise use of marine and coastal resources through research, education, advisory services, and technology transfer. Based at Louisiana State University (LSU), Louisiana Sea Grant was instrumental in the establishment and development of LSU's M.S. and Ph.D. programs in the marine sciences and also played a key role in the creation and nurturing of LSU research groups now known as the School of the Coast and Environment. 
Current research projects address problems or issues in four major categories that have been identified as especially pertinent to state, regional, and national needs: seafood harvesting and production, water resources, wetland restoration and sustainable coastal communities. Examples include oyster and fish diseases, essential fish habitat, seafood safety and processing, coastal ecosystem management, coastal economic development, and freshwater diversion for coastal restoration. The program provides information and outreach services to a variety of users, including coastal communities, seafood processors, aquaculturists, fishermen, educators, legislators and coastal policy makers, coastal tourism and recreation interests, and a wide cross-section of Gulf of Mexico-region citizens whose livelihoods depend on coastal and marine resources. The program's technology transfer activities bring the results of Sea Grant research to the private sector for commercial application. For more information, please visit http://www.laseagrant.org.
National Marine Fisheries Service

Southeast Regional Office and Science Center

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) is responsible for the management, conservation and protection of living marine resources within the United States' Exclusive Economic Zone (water to 200 miles off the seaward boundaries of coastal states). Using the tools provided by the Magnuson-Stevens Act, NMFS assesses and predicts the status of fish stocks, develops and ensures compliance with fisheries regulations, restores and protects habitat and works to reduce wasteful fishing practices, and promote sustainable fisheries. Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and the Endangered Species Act, NMFS recovers protected marine species (i.e. whales, turtles). 

The Southeast Regional Office (located in Saint Petersburg, FL) is composed of four divisions:  (1) Sustainable Fisheries; (2) Habitat Conservation; (3) Protected Resources; and (4) Operations, Management and Information, which houses constituent services and grants.  The region manages 175 fish species or multispecies complexes in the Gulf of Mexico, South Atlantic, and Caribbean Sea under 17 fishery management plans.  Key fisheries include the:  Gulf of Mexico and Caribbean reef fish fisheries; South Atlantic snapper grouper fishery; and Gulf of Mexico and South Atlantic shrimp fisheries.  Key marine mammals and endangered species in this region are right whales, bottlenose dolphins, corals, Johnson’s seagrass, and a variety of sea turtles.  Please visit http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/index.html.

The Southeast Fisheries Science Center is headquartered on Virginia Key, Miami.  The Center is comprised of five NMFS Laboratories (Galveston, TX; Pascagoula, MS; Panama City, Fl; Miami, Fl; and Beaufort, NC) and two satellite facilities (Lafayette, LA; Stennis Space Center, MS) in the region. The Center implements a science and research program that provides information and technology for fishery resource conservation; habitat conservation, and; the recovery of protected and endangered species. Internationally, SEFSC provides scientific support for U.S. participation in: the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas, the United Nations’ International Oceanographic Commission for the Caribbean; and the International Whaling Commission. Please visit: http://www.sefsc.noaa.gov.
The Southeast Regional Office and Science Center are responsible for the inland states of Arkansas, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Missouri, Nebraska, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Tennessee, the coastal states of North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.
National Marine Fisheries Service

Habitat Program

NMFS Restoration Center works with private and public partners in Louisiana to create salt marsh habitat, remove invasive species, implement hydrologic restoration, create oyster reefs, and remove marine debris.  Through the Community-based Restoration Program 37 projects have been constructed in Louisiana since 1996 and more than 2,500 volunteers have contributed 31,000 hours to assist in these coastal restoration efforts.  In southeastern Louisiana, the Edward Wisner Donation Restoration Project restored 2,000 acres of wetland habitat by major stakeholders, such as the federal government, non-profit organizations, a major landowner, and members of the petrochemical industry, partnering together.

Through the Damage Assessment Remediation and Restoration Program, the Restoration Center also collaborates with other agencies, industry, and citizens to protect and restore coastal and marine resources in Louisiana threatened or injured by oil spills, releases of hazardous substances, and vessel groundings.  The Octave Pass crevasse-splay marsh project was recently completed in Plaquemines Parish along the Mississippi River.  The project allows for the natural creation of marsh and will result in more than 20 acres of wetlands.  


NMFS is a partner in the Coastal Wetlands Planning, Protection, and Restoration Act (CWPPRA, also known as the Breaux Act) Program and manages two CWPPRA projects in the engineering and design evaluation phases.  One, the Madison Bay project will create more than 400 acres of new marsh, nourish approximately 260 acres of existing marsh, and develop more than 24,000 linear feet of wetland terraces in Terrebonne Parish, Louisiana.  The second, the West Belle Pass project, is being designed to restore more than 250 acres of marsh and upland barrier island features along an eroding barrier shoreline near Port Fourchon in Lafourche Parish, Louisiana.  

In 2007, NMFS completed construction of the Little Lake marsh creation and shoreline protection project in Jefferson Parish and the Chaland Headland barrier island restoration project in Plaquemines Parish.  The Little Lake project entailed the creation and nourishment of more than 1,000 acres of marsh while the Chaland project restored more than 500 acres of barrier island and stabilized more than 2.5 miles of shoreline.  During 2007 engineering and design activities were ongoing for the 325 acre Pelican Island, 300 acre Bay Joe Wise, and 275 acre Scofield Island restoration projects in the Barataria basin. Please visit http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/.
LA - All Coastal Districts 
National Ocean Service 
Office of Coast Survey 
Nautical Charts 
The Office of Coast Survey is responsible for creating and maintaining the 1000 nautical charts of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone. A nautical chart is a graphic portrayal of the marine environment showing the nature and form of the coast, the general configuration of the sea bottom including water depths, locations of dangers to navigation, locations and characteristics of man-made aids to navigation and other features useful to the mariner. Available to the mariner in three main formats -- paper, raster, and vector -- the nautical chart is essential for safe navigation. Raster Nautical Charts are geo-referenced digital images of the paper nautical chart. NOAA's most recent nautical chart product, the Electronic Navigational Chart (ENC), is a vector-based “smart chart” with the ability to provide more detailed and accurate information than the traditional paper chart. NOAA ENCs can be integrated with Global Positioning System satellite data and other sensor information such as radar, water levels, winds and weather to enhance situational awareness and help to make informed, safe decisions in all weather conditions. Available for free on the Internet, NOAA ENCs are designed to meet the increasingly sophisticated technological demands of mariners. For more information on Coast Survey and the Nautical Charting Program, please visit http://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/charts.htm.
National Ocean Service 
Office of Coast Survey 
Navigation Managers 
The Office of Coast Survey maintains a regional presence in the field to serve its customers and act as ambassadors to the maritime community. The Navigation Managers focus primarily on resolving charting and navigation questions, educating constituents on emerging charting technologies and their uses, and soliciting feedback on NOAA's navigation products and services from the commercial maritime industry. They also help to identify the challenges facing marine transportation. These agents assist the Coast Survey in overseeing NOAA's nautical chart data collection and information programs to meet constituent needs for information to navigate safely and efficiently. 

Louisiana is served by the Eastern Gulf of Mexico Region Navigation Manager based in Lafayette, LA. For more information on Coast Survey and the Navigation Managers, please visit http://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/reps.htm.
National Ocean Service 
Office of Coast Survey 
Navigation Response Teams 
The Office of Coast Survey maintains 6 Navigation Response Teams (NRTs) located regionally around the country for rapid-response hydrographic surveys and nautical chart product verifications. NOAA NRTs verify Electronic Navigational Chart data collection and Coast Pilot field examinations to promote safe marine navigation, but they are also on call 365 days a year for emergency survey requests. This capability is very useful for port and homeland security as the NRTs can provide emergency depth surveys for major ports when disaster has occurred. For example, in September 2004, a NOAA NRT responded to a request from the Captain of the Port of Charleston, SC to survey for new shoals created by Hurricane JEANNE after the BERMUDA STAR, a bulk cargo ship, ran aground near the port. More recently an NRT assisted in locating the submerged pipe responsible for the 2004 ATHOS oil spill on the Delaware River. Surveying to verify clear waters or locate obstructions after a natural or man-made disaster is critical to reopening the port. A port closure can impact the economy as ships and cargo are stalled or re-routed, and military deployments are delayed. 

For more information on Coast Survey and the Navigation Response Teams, please visit http://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/nrb.htm. 

NOAA Research
Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory
Hurricane Research
The Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory's Hurricane Research Division (HRD), located in Miami, FL, conducts research to advance the understanding and prediction of hurricanes and other tropical weather, benefiting the Louisiana coastal region. HRD’s research is based on a combination of models, theories, and observations, with particular emphasis on data obtained with research aircraft. These observations are primarily collected in our annual field program using the two NOAA turboprop aircraft and jet operated by the NOAA Aircraft Operations Center. The goals of this research are to: advance the prediction of tropical cyclone intensity change, improve the prediction of tropical cyclone tracks, improve the understanding of and ability to predict tropical cyclone frequency and intensity, and enhance the ability to diagnose and predict the impact of tropical cyclones on life and property. For more information, please visit http://www.aoml.noaa.gov/hrd/index.html. 

NOAA Research
Undersea Research Program
Center for the South Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico
NOAA's Undersea Research Program (NURP) is a unique national service that provides undersea scientists with tools and expertise that they need to work in the undersea environment, from the shoreline to the deep sea. Each year, the program supports 200 or more undersea research projects related to NOAA's mission as steward of oceanic resources and environments, including research to support NOAA's management responsibilities in fisheries (stock assessment validation, understanding essential fish habitat), corals, and other coastal resources. NURP is comprised of a network of six regional centers and a national technology institute. NOAA's Undersea Research Center for the South Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico (SEGM), one of the six NURP regional centers, is based at the University of North Carolina, Wilmington. The SEGM Center focuses on undersea research off the coasts of North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida and in the Florida Keys and Gulf of Mexico. Areas of research include hydrocarbon exploration and development; management of fisheries resources; conservation of the Florida Keys' coral reefs; anthropogenic and natural processes that impact coastal resources, including beach erosion and the introduction of excess nutrients to near shore habitats; and detection of current global climate conditions through long-term monitoring and assessment of past changes. The center’s research goals evolve to meet changing national and regional needs. For more information, please visit http://www.nurp.noaa.gov/southatl.html.
NOAA Research
Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory
NOAA Center for Tsunami Research (NCTR)
The Tsunami Research Program at the Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory (PMEL), headquartered in Seattle, Washington, seeks to mitigate tsunami hazards to all U.S. coastal states and territories, including Louisiana. A tsunami is a series of very large ocean waves caused by underwater earthquakes, landslides, volcanic eruptions, explosions, and even meteor impacts. Capable of flooding hundreds of meters inland past the typical high-water level, the fast-moving water associated with an inundating tsunami can crush homes and other coastal structures. More common occurrences, and devastating in an economic sense, are false alarms that lead to expensive evacuations of coastal areas. 

The PMEL NCTR staff conducts research and development activities in close collaboration with the National Weather Service (NWS) Tsunami Warning Centers, National Data Buoy Center (NDBC), and the coastal states. Activities focus on the development of site-specific forecast models for coastal population centers. These models are integrated into a PMEL-developed operational tsunami forecasting system at the Tsunami Warning Centers. PMEL developed the original real-time DART tsunami-measuring buoy which has been transitioned to NDBC. Engineering development is underway at PMEL to improve the cost-effectiveness of these platforms. Tsunami research at PMEL focuses on model improvements and tsunami hazard mitigation.

http://nctr.pmel.noaa.gov
National Marine Fisheries Service

Southeast Fisheries Science Center

Fishery Statistics Office

Field agents serve as the principle data collection agent for marine fisheries throughout the Southeast United States (NC-TX). They implement and coordinate surveys involving the collection of fishery related data from the public. Responsibilities and functions are to develop, implement, operate, and manage an integrated fishery statistical data acquisition program for research and fishery management. In Louisiana, field agents are stationed in New Orleans, Golden Meadow, Lafayette, and Houma. 

LA-1 (New Orleans/Baton Rouge at Slidell)
National Weather Service
Weather Forecast Office
Lower Mississippi River Forecast Center
Located at Slidell Airport, this National Weather Service Office provides weather and flood warnings, daily forecasts and meteorologic and hydrologic data for southeastern Louisiana and several of Mississippi's most southern counties. This office also provides marine warnings and forecasts for portions of the Louisiana Gulf Coast. For further information on the New Orleans/Baton Rouge Weather Forecast Office, please visit http://www.srh.noaa.gov/lix/. 

The co-located Lower Mississippi River Forecast Center (LMRFC) provides continuous hydrometeorological data assimilation, river basin modeling, and hydrologic forecast preparation. It also provides flash flood and headwater guidance that WFOs need to carry out their Flash Flood Watch/Warning responsibilities. The LMRFC serves a 209,000 square mile area that covers most of Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee and Arkansas, and parts of Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina, Virginia, Kentucky, Illinois, Missouri and Texas. For additional information on the Lower Mississippi River Forecast Center, please visit http://www.srh.noaa.gov/lmrfc/.
LA-1 (Slidell)
NOAA Research
Earth System Research Laboratory
Operational Systems for Weather Forecasting
Computer systems developed by the NOAA Research Earth System Research Laboratory (ESRL) are in operation at all NOAA National Weather Service (NWS) field offices, three of which are located in Louisiana. ESRL has been the prime developer of the data ingest and display components of the NWS weather display and text generation system known as AWIPS (Advanced Weather Information Processing System). This system integrates meteorological, hydrological, satellite, and radar data. NWS field offices are using this system to produce gridded forecast products, which allows forecasters to convey more information to the customers than they did in the past.
LA-2 (New Orleans)
National Ocean Service
Office of Response and Restoration
Scientific Support Coordinator
NOAA's Hazardous Materials Response Division (HAZMAT) strives to reduce risks to coastal habitats and resources from oil and hazardous chemical spills. HAZMAT's multi-disciplinary Scientific Support Team has decades of experience in responding to oil spill emergencies. Led by its nine regionally based Scientific Support Coordinators (SSCs), HAZMAT's response to spill emergencies has gained a reputation for rapid, well-thought-out, yet cost effective environmental protection decisions. The SSC based in New Orleans works directly with U.S. Coast Guard spill response teams by providing critical scientific support to the federal On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) during spills of oil or hazardous materials. SSCs use oil spill trajectory estimates, chemical hazards analyses, and assessments of the sensitivity of biological and human-use resources to help the OSC make timely operational decisions. SSCs provide guidance, experience, and resources to develop spill preparedness plans that help identify the spill response action with the greatest environmental benefit. Additional information about the Office of Response and Restoration can be found at http://response.restoration.noaa.gov.
LA-3 (Grand Isle, South Pass)
National Ocean Service 
Center for Operational Oceanographic Products and Services 
National Water Level Observation Network 
The National Ocean Service (NOS) operates two long-term continuously operating tide stations in the state of Louisiana that provide data and information on tidal datums and relative sea level trends, and are capable of producing real-time data for storm surge warning. These stations are located at Southwest Pass and at Grand Isle. NOS also operates one long-term station at Calcasieu Pass which will support the future Lake Charles PORTS®, and a second long-term station which will support the future Port Fourchon PORTS®. For additional information about the National Water Level Observation Network, please visit http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov. 
LA-3 (St. Charles Parish)
National Ocean Service 
Center for Operational Oceanographic Products and Services 
St. Charles Parish Water Level Monitoring System 
The National Ocean Service (NOS), in cooperation with St.Charles Parish, operates a water level monitoring system to provide primarily storm surge data to the parish Emergency Management Office (EMO). Two long-term stations at Bayou Gauche and Bayou LaBranche, along with the NOS NWLON stations at Grand Isle and Southwest Pass, provide water level and meteorological data directly to the EMO and to NOS. For additional information about the National Water Level Observation Network, please visit http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov.
LA-4 (Shreveport)
National Weather Service
Weather Forecast Office
Located at Shreveport Regional Airport, this National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office provides weather and flood warnings, daily forecasts and meteorologic and hydrologic data for northwestern Louisiana, southwestern Arkansas, northeastern Texas, and extreme southeastern Oklahoma. For additional information on the Shreveport Weather Forecast Office, please visit http://www.srh.noaa.gov/shv.
NOAA Research
Earth System Research Laboratory
Operational Systems for Weather Forecasting
Computer systems developed by the NOAA Research Earth System Research Laboratory (ESRL) are in operation at all NOAA National Weather Service (NWS) field offices, three of which are located in Louisiana. ESRL has been the prime developer of the data ingest and display components of the NWS weather display and text generation system known as AWIPS (Advanced Weather Information Processing System). This system integrates meteorological, hydrological, satellite, and radar data. ESRL also developed the Interactive Forecast Preparation System Graphical Forecast Editor, a system that allows forecasters to display and manipulate forecast depictions of sensible weather (temperature, wind, precipitation, etc.), and use these to generate text and graphical forecasts for the public and other customers. NWS field offices are using this system to produce gridded forecast products, which allows forecasters to convey more information to the customers than they did in the past.

LA-5 (Monroe)
NOAA Research
Climate Observations and Services Program
Climate Reference Network
NOAA is installing the U. S. Climate Reference Network across the country, to measure weather and climate.  About 110 stations are envisioned for the network and more than 80 stations are presently operating in 40 states.  The network is intended to operate for many decades, providing highly accurate and well-documented measurements of key variables such as air temperature and precipitation.  Data is used operationally to put climate anomalies into historical perspective and to detect climate change. The effort is supported by the NOAA Research Climate Observation and Services Program and the Air Resources Laboratory, which designed the stations and has been assembling, calibrating, deploying, and maintaining the network sites in collaboration with NOAA’s National Environmental Satellite and Data Information Service.  A list of the operational sites and links to their data are available at http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/crn/hourly.  
LA-6 (Baton Rouge)
National Marine Fisheries Service
National Seafood Inspection Program
Federal Inspection Office
The National Seafood Inspection Program conducts a voluntary inspection program for fishery products on a fee-for-service basis. The office offers a wide range of services to the area's fishermen and fish processors including process and product inspection, product grading, lot inspection, laboratory analysis, and training. All edible foodstuffs, ranging from whole fish to formulated products, as well as fish meal used for animal foods, are eligible for inspection and certification. Please visit: http://seafood.nmfs.noaa.gov/.
National Marine Fisheries Service
Office of Law Enforcement

Baton Rouge Field Office
NMFS Office for Law Enforcement is dedicated primarily to the enforcement of laws that protect and regulate our nation’s living marine resources and their natural habitat. Office of Law Enforcement special agents and enforcement officers have specified authority to enforce over 37 statutes, as well as numerous treaties related to the conservation and protection of marine resources and other matters of concern to NOAA. 

Stretching across the Gulf of Mexico, up the eastern seaboard from the Florida Keys to the northern shore of North Carolina and covering U.S. territorial waters in the Caribbean, the Southeast Enforcement Division's responsibility is vast beyond measure. The Southeast Division is home to the nation's large shrimp trawl fishery, and is widely known for its vast coral reefs fisheries, turtle beaches, and highly-prized saltwater gamefish. Georgian waters also play host to the calving grounds for the approximately 350 endangered Northern Right whales, while Floridian waters hold the only continental coral reef in the United States.  The Divisions is also responsible for enforcement activities within the Florida Keys, Flower Garden Bank, the Monitor and Gray’s Reef National Marine Sanctuaries. Please visit: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ole/se_southeast.html.
NOAA Research
Northern Gulf Institute (NGI) 
The Northern Gulf Institute (NGI) at Stennis Space Center, Mississippi was established in October 2006 and is the newest NOAA Cooperative Institute. The NGI is a consortium of universities led by Mississippi State University, in partnership with the University of Southern Mississippi, Louisiana State University, Florida State University, and Alabama’s Dauphin Island Sea Lab. The NGI conducts collaborative research with NOAA partners under four scientific themes: (1) Climate Change and Climate Variability Effects on Regional Ecosystems, (2) Coastal Hazards, (3) Ecosystem Management, and (4) Geospatial Data Integration and Visualization in Environmental Science. The primary focus of these efforts will be in the Northern Gulf of Mexico, from the Sabine River on the west to the Suwanee River on the east. For additional information on NGI, please visit http://www.ngi.msstate.edu/.
National Ocean Service
National Geodetic Survey
Geodetic Advisor 

The Geodetic Advisor is a jointly funded National Ocean Service (NOS) employee that resides in the state to provide liaison between NOS and the host state. The Geodetic Advisor guides and assists the state's charting, geodetic, and surveying programs through technical expertise. The program is designed to fill a need for more accurate geodetic surveys, and is in response to the desire of states to improve their surveying techniques to meet Federal Geodetic Control Subcommittee standards and specifications. The surveys provide the basis for all forms of mapping and engineering projects, and monitoring of the dynamic Earth. This program also provides technical assistance in planning and implementing Geographic/ Land Information System (GIS/LIS) projects. Additional information on the National Geodetic Survey's State Geodetic Advisor Program can be found at http://www.ngs.noaa.gov/ADVISORS/AdvisorsIndex.shtml.
National Ocean Service 
National Geodetic Survey 
Louisiana Spatial Reference Center 
Partnering with NOAA, the Louisiana Spatial Reference Center (LSRS) serves as a new way of providing a spatial referencing liaison between Federal and local authorities. The Center is a non-profit organization affiliated with Center for GeoInformatics at Louisiana State University. The mission of the Center is to provide the necessary geodetic services to ensure the availability of accurate, consistent, and timely spatial referencing data for Louisiana. 
LSRC is building a statewide network of high precision Global Positioning System (GPS) receivers, termed GULFNET, which will tie to the National Spatial Reference System. Additional activities include: assisting NOAA in conducting aerial photography surveys and elevation surveys of Hurricane Evacuation routes; assisting NOAA in mapping the coastal regions of Louisiana and providing data for navigational charts; Height Modernization efforts to help to predict how much certain areas will flood before a storm begins; developing specifications and guidelines for GPS surveys not otherwise provided at the national level; and, educating users about spatial referencing issues, availabilities, and applications.  Additional information about the Louisiana Spatial Reference Center can be found at http://www.lsrc.lsu.edu/.
National Ocean Service
Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management
Louisiana Coastal Management Program
Lead Agency: Louisiana Department of Natural Resources.

To ensure the environment on which its industry depends is healthy for generations, Louisiana's coastal program must turn around declining fishery habitats, such as wetlands, and reduce erosion. The coastal resources program works with parishes to design programs that resolve conflicting local uses of the coast.

Oil and gas production, seafood production, agriculture, and tourism are Louisiana's key industries. The Coastal Use Permit Program, administered by the Department of Natural Resources (DNR), oversees coastal activities. Under approval of the DNR/Coastal Management Division, parishes can develop local programs that plan for coastal uses. Two areas in the state, the Louisiana Offshore Oil Port and the Marsh Island Wildlife Refuge, are specially managed. For additional information on the Louisiana Coastal Management Program, please visit http://www.ocrm.nos.noaa.gov/czm/czmlouisiana.html.
National Ocean Service
Office of Response and Restoration (OR&R) 
Injury Assessment Coordinator
OR&R’s Injury Assessment Coordinator (IAC) based in Baton Rouge provides scientific and technical expertise and timely response to oil spills or hazardous materials releases to collect information, samples, and evidence that are time dependent and critical to support natural resource damage assessments throughout the coastal US. Specifically, IACs work on multi-disciplinary scientific, economic, and legal teams and are responsible for determining and quantifying injuries to NOAA trust natural resources through determination of injuries and pathway, and demonstration of causal mechanisms. IACs document the severity, geographic extent, and likely duration of the injury. The goal of the IACs efforts is to determine the appropriate amount and type of restoration required to restore injured NOAA trust resources and compensate the public for their lost use. Additional information about the Office of Response and Restoration can be found at http://response.restoration.noaa.gov.
National Marine Fisheries Service
Habitat Conservation Division

Baton Rouge Field Office
The Baton Rouge Field Office is located on the campus of Louisiana State University.  This office is responsible for implementing NMFS’ habitat protection programs in Louisiana and in the adjacent Gulf of Mexico.  In addition to conducting mandated essential fish habitat consultations associated with extensive energy and coastal development activities, the Baton Rouge Field Office participates in state and regional habitat planning and restoration efforts, provides assistance during hazardous material incidents and hurricane events, and participates in the planning processes for major federal water development projects.  Additionally, this office supports Coastal Wetland Planning, Protection, and Restoration Act (Breaux Act) implementation activities, which create thousands of acres of wetlands in Louisiana.  For additional information on the Baton Rouge Field Office. Please visit  http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/hcd/hcd.htm. 
National Marine Fisheries Service
Protected Resources Division
Baton Rouge Field Office 
The Baton Rouge Field Office is located on the campus of Louisiana State University.  This office analyzes the impacts of projects throughout the northern Gulf of Mexico on species and habitat protected by the Endangered Species Act.  These analyses ensure important projects can be completed without jeopardizing the sustainability of threatened and endangered species or the habitat critical to their survival.
LA-7 (Lafayette)

National Marine Fisheries Service
Southeast Fisheries Science Center
Lafayette Facility Estuarine Habitats and Coastal Fisheries Center 
Located within the University of Louisiana at Lafayette Research Park, this state-of-the art facility provides scientific information on management of commercial and recreational shellfish and finfish, conservation of coastal habitats, protection of threatened and endangered marine species, and protection of coastal wetlands (under the Coastal Wetlands Planning Protection and Restoration Act). Estuarine Habitats and Coastal Fisheries Center also houses the Marine Mammal Molecular Genetics Lab. Please visit http://galveston.ssp.nmfs.gov/research/fisheryecology/wetlandrestoration/index.html.
National Ocean Service 
NOAA Coastal Services Center 
In an effort to provide better constituent service, the NOAA Coastal Services Center provides a staff person in Lafayette to coordinate the requirements for and deployment of resources, products, and services from the Center to states in the Gulf of Mexico region. This position in Lafayette works in partnership with NOAA, other federal, state, and local coastal resource managers. 

National Ocean Service
Office of Coast Survey
Navigation Advisor
The Office of Coast Survey (OCS) has a Navigation Advisor located in Lafayette to support mariners and stakeholders in the Gulf of Mexico region. The Navigation Advisors assist the Coast Survey with managing NOAA's nautical chart data collection and information programs to meet constituent needs. Coast Survey programs provide coastal navigation services and new electronic technologies to help mariners and pilots significantly reduce the risk of accidents and spills. In general, Navigation Advisors are focused on resolving charting and navigation questions, educating constituents on emerging charting technologies and their uses, and soliciting feedback on NOAA's navigation products and services from the commercial maritime industry. For more information on OCS and the Navigation Advisors, please visit http://chartmaker.ncd.noaa.gov/nsd/welcome.htm.
LA-7 (Lafayette/St. Martinville)
NOAA Research
Climate Observations and Services Program
Climate Reference Network
NOAA is installing the U. S. Climate Reference Network across the country, to measure weather and climate.  About 110 stations are envisioned for the network and more than 80 stations are presently operating in 40 states.  The network is intended to operate for many decades, providing highly accurate and well-documented measurements of key variables such as air temperature and precipitation.  Data is used operationally to put climate anomalies into historical perspective and to detect climate change. The effort is supported by the NOAA Research Climate Observation and Services Program and the Air Resources Laboratory, which designed the stations and has been assembling, calibrating, deploying, and maintaining the network sites in collaboration with NOAA’s National Environmental Satellite and Data Information Service.  A list of the operational sites and links to their data are available at http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/crn/hourly.  

LA-7 (Lake Charles)
National Weather Service 
Weather Forecast Office 
Located at Lake Charles Regional Airport, this National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office provides weather and flood warnings, daily forecasts and meteorologic and hydrologic data for southwestern Louisiana and a portion of southeastern Texas. This office also provides marine warnings and forecasts for portions of the Louisiana Gulf Coast. For additional information on the Lake Charles Weather Forecast Office, please visit http://www.srh.noaa.gov/lch. 

NOAA Research
Earth System Research Laboratory
Operational Systems for Weather Forecasting
Computer systems developed by the NOAA Research Earth System Research Laboratory (ESRL) are in operation at all NOAA National Weather Service (NWS) field offices, three of which are located in Louisiana. ESRL has been the prime developer of the data ingest and display components of the NWS weather display and text generation system known as AWIPS (Advanced Weather Information Processing System). This system integrates meteorological, hydrological, satellite, and radar data. ESRL also developed the Interactive Forecast Preparation System Graphical Forecast Editor, a system that allows forecasters to display and manipulate forecast depictions of sensible weather (temperature, wind, precipitation, etc.), and use these to generate text and graphical forecasts for the public and other customers. NWS field offices are using this system to produce gridded forecast products, which allows forecasters to convey more information to the customers than they did in the past. 



	NOAA’s Office of Legislative Affairs

Tel: 202-482-4981     http://www.legislative.noaa.gov
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