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	NOAA In Your State
Louisiana

	NOAA's work touches the daily lives of every person in the United States and in much of the world. Our products and services are the result of the hard work of NOAA’s dedicated staff and partner organizations located in program and research offices throughout the country. The following is a summary of NOAA programs based in, and focused on, your state. The entries are listed by statewide, region, and then by congressional districts and cities or towns.
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Alexandrea, Baton Rouge, Boothville, Cocodrie, English Turn, Hamond, Houma, Lafayette, Lake Charles, Leesville, Monroe, Natchitoches, Shreveport, Sicily Island, Tallulah, Winnfield

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Earth System Research Laboratory/Global Systems Division

Ground-Based GPS Meteorology

The Earth System Research Laboratory maintains the Ground-Based GPS Meteorology project, currently consisting of 400 GPS water vapor observing systems that provide near real-time integrated precipitable water vapor (IPW) measurements for weather forecasting, climate modeling, calibration and validation of satellite and radiosonde water vapor measurements, and research. This project provides water vapor data available to all users.

http://www.gpsmet.noaa.gov/jsp/raob.jsp
Coastal

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

Southeast Fisheries Science Center

Fishery Statistics Office

Field agents serve as the principle data collection agent for marine fisheries throughout the Southeast United States (NC-TX). They implement and coordinate surveys involving the collection of fishery related data from the public. Responsibilities and functions are to develop, implement, operate, and manage an integrated fishery statistical data acquisition program for research and fishery management. In Louisiana, field agents are stationed in New Orleans, Golden Meadow, Lafayette, and Houma.

National Ocean Service (NOS)

Center for Operational Oceanographic Products and Services

National Water Level Observation Network

The National Ocean Service (NOS) operates eight long-term continuously operating tide stations in the state of Louisiana that provide data and information on tidal datums and relative sea level trends, and are capable of producing real-time data for storm surge warning. These stations are located at Southwest Pass, Grand Isle, New Canal, Freshwater Locks, and Lake Charles.

In addition, three stations at Shell Beach, Amerada Pass and Calcasieu Pass are water level observing stations, which have been strengthened to deliver real-time storm tide data during severe coastal events. Elevated atop substantial single pile platforms, these stations are specifically designed to withstand category four hurricanes. These NOAA Sentinels measure and disseminate real-time water level and meteorological observations. All of this information helps coastal authorities prepare for, mitigate, and respond to storm tides generated by severe coastal storms.
http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov
National Ocean Service (NOS)

Coastal Services Center (CSC)

Coastal Elevation Mapping

The Center works with state and local officials to collect and distribute high-resolution topographic and bathymetric data sets. The Center worked with the private sector to acquire new light detection and ranging (lidar) and Interferometric Synthetic Aperture Radar (IfSAR) data for coastal management applications such as the analysis of storm surge and storm inundation, erosion, and habitat mapping. The Center also worked with state and federal partners to share costs and find multiple uses for coastal lidar and IfSAR data sets.

http://www.csc.noaa.gov/crs/tcm/
National Ocean Service (NOS)

Coastal Services Center (CSC)

Land Cover Mapping

Nothing provides a big-picture view of land cover status better than these maps, which are developed using remote sensing technology. The Center has baseline land cover data for most of the coastal zone. The goal is to update the imagery every five years to also provide a means of detecting change or trends.

http://www.csc.noaa.gov/landcover/
National Ocean Service (NOS)

Coastal Services Center (CSC)

Topographic and Bathymetric Applications

The Center provides information about the availability of topographic and bathymetric data sets and assists coastal managers in working with these sets—particularly in relation to storm surge and inundation modeling. The current focus of this project is on developing a data inventory for Texas, Louisiana, Mississippi, Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Virginia and guidance documents describing the coastal management applications of topography and bathymetry.

http://www.csc.noaa.gov/topobathy/
National Ocean Service (NOS)

Coastal Services Center (CSC)

Training

The Center provides training to the coastal resource managers of the nation in three focus areas: geospatial technology, coastal management, and building process skills. Training can take place at the Center’s training facility for some courses but most often is taken to coastal managers in the field. Recent courses delivered to programs in Connecticut include Coastal Applications of ArcGIS and Remote Sensing for Spatial Analysts

http://www.csc.noaa.gov/bins/resources/training.html
National Ocean Service (NOS)

Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS) Program

IOOS Regional Association

The Gulf of Mexico Coastal Ocean Observing System (GCOOS) is one of 11 Regional Associations being established through IOOS. GCOOS seeks to establish a sustained observing system for the Gulf of Mexico to provide observations and products needed by users in the region for the purposes of detecting and predicting climate variability and consequences, preserving and restoring healthy marine ecosystems, ensuring human health, managing resources, facilitating safe and efficient marine transportation, enhancing national security, and predicting and mitigating against coastal hazards.

http://gcoos.tamu.edu/

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory

Hurricane Research

The Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory's Hurricane Research Division (HRD), located in Miami, FL, conducts research to advance the understanding and prediction of hurricanes and other tropical weather, benefiting the Louisiana coastal region. HRD’s research is based on a combination of models, theories, and observations, with particular emphasis on data obtained with research aircraft. These observations are primarily collected in our annual field program using the two NOAA turboprop aircraft and jet operated by the NOAA Aircraft Operations Center. The goals of this research are to: advance the prediction of tropical cyclone intensity change, improve the prediction of tropical cyclone tracks, improve the understanding of and ability to predict tropical cyclone frequency and intensity, and enhance the ability to diagnose and predict the impact of tropical cyclones on life and property.

http://www.aoml.noaa.gov/hrd/index.html
 

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Office of Ocean Exploration and Research

Center for the South Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico

NOAA's Office of Ocean Exploration and Research focuses on exploration, advanced undersea technology development, research of extreme and unique environments, continental shelf ecosystems, new ocean resources, and ocean dynamics, and the communication of results to various audiences through education and outreach. NOAA's Undersea Research Center for the South Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico (SEGM), one of the six NURP regional centers, is based at the University of North Carolina, Wilmington. The SEGM Center focuses on undersea research off the coasts of North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida and in the Florida Keys and Gulf of Mexico. Areas of research include hydrocarbon exploration and development; management of fisheries resources; conservation of the Florida Keys' coral reefs; anthropogenic and natural processes that impact coastal resources, including beach erosion and the introduction of excess nutrients to near shore habitats; and detection of current global climate conditions through long-term monitoring and assessment of past changes. The center’s research goals evolve to meet changing national and regional needs.

http://www.nurp.noaa.gov/southatl.html
Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory

NOAA Center for Tsunami Research (NCTR)

The Tsunami Research Program at the Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory (PMEL), headquartered in Seattle, Washington, seeks to mitigate tsunami hazards to all U.S. coastal states and territories, including Louisiana. A tsunami is a series of very large ocean waves caused by underwater earthquakes, landslides, volcanic eruptions, explosions, and even meteor impacts. Capable of flooding hundreds of meters inland past the typical high-water level, the fast-moving water associated with an inundating tsunami can crush homes and other coastal structures. More common occurrences, and devastating in an economic sense, are false alarms that lead to expensive evacuations of coastal areas. The PMEL NCTR staff conducts research and development activities in close collaboration with the National Weather Service (NWS) Tsunami Warning Centers, National Data Buoy Center (NDBC), and the coastal states. Activities focus on the development of site-specific forecast models for coastal population centers. These models are integrated into a PMEL-developed operational tsunami forecasting system at the Tsunami Warning Centers. PMEL developed the original real-time DART tsunami-measuring buoy which has been transitioned to NDBC. Engineering development is underway at PMEL to improve the cost-effectiveness of these platforms. Tsunami research at PMEL focuses on model improvements and tsunami hazard mitigation.

http://nctr.pmel.noaa.gov
Statewide

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

Habitat Program

Restoration Center

NMFS Restoration Center works with private and public partners in Louisiana to create salt marsh habitat, remove invasive species, implement hydrologic restoration, create oyster reefs, and remove marine debris. Through the Community-based Restoration Program more than 40 projects have been funded in Louisiana since 1996 and almost 5,000 volunteers have contributed 31,000 hours to assist in these coastal restoration efforts. In southwestern Louisiana, oyster reefs are being reestablished by local communities in areas that have been devastated by recent storms. Some reefs are being rebuilt via shell recycling programs that in addition to restoring habitat, are also keeping a critical natural resource from going to landfills. Throughout coastal Louisiana, wetland nurseries are also being established in schools as a means of generating awareness and stewardship of coastal resources, while producing much needed stock of native wetland plants for distribution state-wide. Through the Damage Assessment Remediation and Restoration Program, the Restoration Center also collaborates with other agencies, industry, and citizens to protect and restore coastal and marine resources in Louisiana threatened or injured by oil spills, releases of hazardous substances, and vessel groundings.
http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/habitat/
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

Southeast Region

Southeast Fisheries Regional Office and Southeast Fisheries Science Center

NMFS is responsible for the management, conservation and protection of living marine resources within the United States' Exclusive Economic Zone (water to 200 miles off the seaward boundaries of coastal states). Using the tools provided by the Magnuson-Stevens Act, NMFS assesses and predicts the status of fish stocks, develops and ensures compliance with fisheries regulations, restores and protects habitat and works to reduce wasteful fishing practices, and promote sustainable fisheries. Under the Marine Mammal Protection Act and the Endangered Species Act, NMFS recovers protected marine species (i.e. whales, turtles). The Southeast Regional Office (located in Saint Petersburg, FL) is composed of four divisions: (1) Sustainable Fisheries; (2) Habitat Conservation; (3) Protected Resources; and (4) Operations, Management and Information, which houses constituent services and grants. The region manages 175 fish species or multispecies complexes in the Gulf of Mexico, South Atlantic, and Caribbean Sea under 17 fishery management plans. 

The Southeast Fisheries Science Center is headquartered on Virginia Key, Miami, FL. The Center is comprised of five NMFS Laboratories (Galveston, TX; Pascagoula, MS; Panama City, Fl; Miami, Fl; and Beaufort, NC) and two satellite facilities (Lafayette, LA; Stennis Space Center, MS) in the region. The Center implements a science and research program that provides information and technology for fishery resource conservation; habitat conservation, and; the recovery of protected and endangered species. The Southeast Regional Office and Science Center are responsible for the inland states of Arkansas, Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Missouri, Nebraska, New Mexico, Oklahoma, and Tennessee, the coastal states of North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana, and Texas, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/index.html and http://www.sefsc.noaa.gov
National Ocean Service (NOS)

Coastal Services Center (CSC)

Saving our Coasts Website

A website hosted by New Orleans TV station Fox 8 provides environmental information aimed at helping the Gulf region repair and restore coastal wetlands and barrier islands. Many NOAA products and services are featured on the site. The Center partnered with Storm Center Communications Inc. in this effort.

http://wvue.iewatershed.com
Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

National Sea Grant College Program

Louisiana Sea Grant College Program

NOAA’s National Sea Grant College Program is a federal-university partnership that integrates research, education, and outreach (extension and communications). Sea Grant forms a network of 32 programs in all U.S. coastal and Great Lakes states, Puerto Rico and Guam. Louisiana Sea Grant promotes the wise use of marine and coastal resources through research, education, advisory services, and technology transfer. Based at Louisiana State University (LSU), Louisiana Sea Grant was instrumental in the establishment and development of LSU's M.S. and Ph.D. programs in the marine sciences and also played a key role in the creation and nurturing of LSU research groups now known as the School of the Coast and Environment. Current research projects address problems or issues in four major categories that have been identified as especially pertinent to state, regional, and national needs: healthy coastal ecosystems, sustainable coastal development, safe and sustainable seafood supply and hazard resilience in coastal communities. Examples include oyster and fish diseases, essential fish habitat, seafood safety and processing, coastal ecosystem management, coastal economic development, and freshwater diversion for coastal restoration. The program provides information and outreach services to a variety of users, including coastal communities, seafood processors, aquaculturists, fishermen, educators, legislators and coastal policy makers, coastal tourism and recreation interests, and a wide cross-section of Gulf of Mexico-region citizens whose livelihoods depend on coastal and marine resources. The program's technology transfer activities bring the results of Sea Grant research to the private sector for commercial application.

http://www.laseagrant.org
LA-1

New Orleans/Baton Rouge at Slidell

National Weather Service (NWS)

Weather Forecast Office

Lower Mississippi River Forecast Center

Located at Slidell Airport, this National Weather Service Office provides weather and flood warnings, daily forecasts and meteorologic and hydrologic data for southeastern Louisiana and several of Mississippi's most southern counties. This office also provides marine warnings and forecasts for portions of the Louisiana Gulf Coast. The co-located Lower Mississippi River Forecast Center (LMRFC) provides continuous hydrometeorological data assimilation, river basin modeling, and hydrologic forecast preparation. It also provides flash flood and headwater guidance that WFOs need to carry out their Flash Flood Watch/Warning responsibilities. The LMRFC serves a 209,000 square mile area that covers most of Louisiana, Mississippi, Tennessee and Arkansas, and parts of Alabama, Georgia, North Carolina, Virginia, Kentucky, Illinois, Missouri and Texas. For additional information on the Lower Mississippi River Forecast Center, please visit

http://www.srh.noaa.gov/lix/ and http://www.srh.noaa.gov/lmrfc/
LA-2

New Orleans

National Ocean Service (NOS)

Office of Response and Restoration

Scientific Support Coordinator

NOAA's Emergency Response Division (ERD) strives to reduce risks to coastal habitats and resources from oil and hazardous chemical spills. ERD's multi-disciplinary Scientific Support Team has decades of experience in responding to oil spill emergencies. Led by its nine regionally based Scientific Support Coordinators (SSCs), ERD's response to spill emergencies has gained a reputation for rapid, well-thought-out, yet cost effective environmental protection decisions. The SSC based in New Orleans works directly with U.S. Coast Guard spill response teams by providing critical scientific support to the federal On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) during spills of oil or hazardous materials. SSCs use oil spill trajectory estimates, chemical hazards analyses, and assessments of the sensitivity of biological and human-use resources to help the OSC make timely operational decisions. SSCs provide guidance, experience, and resources to develop spill preparedness plans that help identify the spill response action with the greatest environmental benefit.

http://response.restoration.noaa.gov
LA-3

St. Charles Parish

National Ocean Service (NOS)

Center for Operational Oceanographic Products and Services

St. Charles Parish Water Level Monitoring System 

The National Ocean Service (NOS), in cooperation with St.Charles Parish, operates a water level monitoring system to provide primarily storm surge data to the parish Emergency Management Office (EMO). Two long-term stations at Bayou Gauche and Bayou LaBranche, along with the NOS NWLON stations at Grand Isle and Southwest Pass, provide water level and meteorological data directly to the EMO and to NOS.

http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov
LA-4

Grand Bayou

National Ocean Service (NOS)

Coastal Services Center (CSC)

Resilience Project in Grand Bayou, Louisiana

Center staff members worked with officials from Grand Bayou, Louisiana, an area hit hard by Hurricane Katrina, to learn about the community's history and culture and engage residents in a participatory mapping exercise. The resulting brochure tells the community's story and documents its physical and societal challenges. In addition, the Center is working with the University of New Orleans Center for Hazards Assessment Response and Technology on a post-disaster resilience case study of Grand Bayou.

Shreveport

National Weather Service (NWS)

Weather Forecast Office

Shreveport WFO

Located at Shreveport Regional Airport, this National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office provides weather and flood warnings, daily forecasts and meteorologic and hydrologic data for northwestern Louisiana, southwestern Arkansas, northeastern Texas, and extreme southeastern Oklahoma.

http://www.srh.noaa.gov/shv
LA-5

Monroe

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Climate Reference Network

Monroe Station

The U.S. Climate Reference Network (USCRN) is an operational network of climate stations. Data from the USCRN will be used in operational climate monitoring activities and for placing current climate anomalies into an historical perspective. The USCRN is managed and operated by NOAA's National Climatic Data Center (NCDC). The USCRN will also provide the United States with a reference network that contributes to an International network under the auspices of the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS). USCRN is jointly managed by NOAA's National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service and NOAA's Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research. 

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/crn/hourly
 

LA-6

Baton Rouge

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

Habitat Conservation Division

Baton Rouge Field Office

The Baton Rouge Field Office is located on the campus of Louisiana State University. This office is responsible for implementing NMFS’ habitat protection programs in Louisiana and in the adjacent Gulf of Mexico. In addition to conducting mandated essential fish habitat consultations associated with extensive energy and coastal development activities, the Baton Rouge Field Office participates in state and regional habitat planning and restoration efforts, provides assistance during hazardous material incidents and hurricane events, and participates in the planning processes for major federal water development projects. Additionally, this office supports Coastal Wetland Planning, Protection, and Restoration Act (Breaux Act) implementation activities, which create thousands of acres of wetlands in Louisiana.

http://sero.nmfs.noaa.gov/hcd/hcd.htm
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

National Seafood Inspection Program

Federal Inspection Office

The National Seafood Inspection Program conducts a voluntary inspection program for fishery products on a fee-for-service basis. The office offers a wide range of services to the area's fishermen and fish processors including process and product inspection, product grading, lot inspection, laboratory analysis, and training. All edible foodstuffs, ranging from whole fish to formulated products, as well as fish meal used for animal foods, are eligible for inspection and certification.

http://seafood.nmfs.noaa.gov/
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

Office of Law Enforcement

Field Office

NOAA's Office of Law Enforcement is dedicated primarily to the enforcement of laws that protect and regulate our nation’s living marine resources and their natural habitat. Office of Law Enforcement special agents and enforcement officers have specified authority to enforce over 37 statutes, as well as numerous treaties related to the conservation and protection of marine resources and other matters of concern to NOAA. Stretching across the Gulf of Mexico, up the eastern seaboard from the Florida Keys to the northern shore of North Carolina and covering U.S. territorial waters in the Caribbean, the Southeast Enforcement Division's responsibility is vast beyond measure. The Southeast Division is home to the nation's large shrimp trawl fishery, and is widely known for its vast coral reefs fisheries, turtle beaches, and highly-prized saltwater gamefish. Georgian waters also play host to the calving grounds for the approximately 350 endangered Northern Right whales, while Floridian waters hold the only continental coral reef in the United States. The Divisions is also responsible for enforcement activities within the Florida Keys, Flower Garden Bank, the Monitor and Gray’s Reef National Marine Sanctuaries.

http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ole/se_southeast.html
National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

Protected Resources Division

Baton Rouge Field Office

The Baton Rouge Field Office is located on the campus of Louisiana State University. This office analyzes the impacts of projects throughout the northern Gulf of Mexico on species and habitat protected by the Endangered Species Act. These analyses ensure important projects can be completed without jeopardizing the sustainability of threatened and endangered species or the habitat critical to their survival.

National Ocean Service (NOS)

National Geodetic Survey

Geodetic Advisor 
The Geodetic Advisor is a jointly funded National Ocean Service (NOS) employee that resides in the state to provide liaison between NOS and the host state. The Geodetic Advisor guides and assists the state's charting, geodetic, and surveying programs through technical expertise. The program is designed to fill a need for more accurate geodetic surveys, and is in response to the desire of states to improve their surveying techniques to meet Federal Geodetic Control Subcommittee standards and specifications. The surveys provide the basis for all forms of mapping and engineering projects, and monitoring of the dynamic Earth. This program also provides technical assistance in planning and implementing Geographic/ Land Information System (GIS/LIS) projects.

http://www.ngs.noaa.gov/ADVISORS/AdvisorsIndex.shtml
 

National Ocean Service (NOS)

National Geodetic Survey

Louisiana Spatial Reference Center

Partnering with NOAA, the Louisiana Spatial Reference Center (LSRS) serves as a new way of providing a spatial referencing liaison between Federal and local authorities. The Center is a non-profit organization affiliated with Center for GeoInformatics at Louisiana State University. The mission of the Center is to provide the necessary geodetic services to ensure the availability of accurate, consistent, and timely spatial referencing data for Louisiana. LSRC is building a statewide network of high precision Global Positioning System (GPS) receivers, termed GULFNET, which will tie to the National Spatial Reference System and pinpoint the location of subsidence and measure exactly how fast the coast is sinking. Additional activities include: assisting NOAA in conducting aerial photography surveys and elevation surveys of Hurricane Evacuation routes; assisting NOAA in mapping the coastal regions of Louisiana and providing data for navigational charts; Height Modernization; assisting NOAA in developing specifications and guidelines for GPS surveys and, educating users about spatial referencing issues and applications.

http://www.lsrc.lsu.edu/
National Ocean Service (NOS)

Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management

Louisiana Coastal Management Program

The Louisiana Coastal Resources Program is administered by the Department of Natural Resources through the Coastal Management Division (CMD). The Louisiana coastal zone, which varies from 16 to 32 miles inland from the Gulf coast, is a 5.3 million-acre area that includes 40 percent of the nation’s coastal wetlands. A Coastal Use Permit Program was established as part of the Coastal Program to regulate activities that may result in the loss of wetlands, and to reduce use conflicts. In addition to state permitting, the CMD works with the 19 coastal parishes to develop and implement Local Coastal Programs. Parishes that develop Local Coastal Programs can assume responsibility for managing coastal uses of local concern within their jurisdictions. The Coastal Program is also responsible for wetland mitigation, federal consistency, and the Coastal Nonpoint Pollution Control Program. 

http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/mystate/la.html
National Ocean Service (NOS)

Office of Response and Restoration (OR&R)

Regional Resource Coordinator

OR&R’s Regional Resource Coordinator (RRC) based in Baton Rouge provides scientific and technical expertise and timely response to oil spills or hazardous materials releases to collect information, samples, and evidence that are time dependent and critical to support natural resource damage assessments throughout the coastal US. Specifically, RRCs work on multi-disciplinary scientific, economic, and legal teams and are responsible for determining and quantifying injuries to NOAA trust natural resources through determination of injuries and pathway, and demonstration of causal mechanisms. RRCs document the severity, geographic extent, and likely duration of the injury. The goal of the RRCs efforts is to determine the appropriate amount and type of restoration required to restore injured NOAA trust resources and compensate the public for their lost use.

http://response.restoration.noaa.gov
Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Cooperative Institute

Northern Gulf Institute (NGI), Louisiana State University

NGI was established at Stennis Space Center, Mississippi, in October 2006. NGI is a consortium of universities led by Mississippi State University, in partnership with the University of Southern Mississippi, Louisiana State University, Florida State University, and Dauphin Island Sea Lab. The fundamental philosophy of NGI is integration: integration of the land-coast-ocean-atmosphere continuum; integration of research to operations; and integration of individual academic institutional strengths into a holistic research and educational program specifically geared to the needs of Northern Gulf of Mexico users. Among NGI’s major NOAA research collaborators are the National Weather Service, the Coastal Services Center, the Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research, the Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory, the National Ocean Service (NOS), the National Coastal Data Development Center, the National Data Buoy Center, the National Marine Fisheries Service, and the National Sea Grant Office. NGI conducts research under four scientific themes, focusing on the northern Gulf of Mexico: (1) ecosystem management; (2) geospatial data integration and visualization in environmental science; (3) climate change and climate variability effects on regional ecosystems; and (4) coastal hazards.

http://www.ngi.msstate.edu/
LA-7

Lafayette

National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS)

Southeast Fisheries Science Center

Lafayette Facility Estuarine Habitats and Coastal Fisheries Center

Located within the University of Louisiana at Lafayette Research Park, this state-of-the art facility provides scientific information on management of commercial and recreational shellfish and finfish, conservation of coastal habitats, protection of threatened and endangered marine species, and protection of coastal wetlands (under the Coastal Wetlands Planning Protection and Restoration Act). Estuarine Habitats and Coastal Fisheries Center also houses the Marine Mammal Molecular Genetics Lab.

http://galveston.ssp.nmfs.gov/research/fisheryecology/wetlandrestoration/index.html
National Ocean Service (NOS)

NOAA Coastal Services Center

Lafayette Office

In an effort to provide better constituent service, the NOAA Coastal Services Center provides a staff person in Lafayette to coordinate the requirements for and deployment of resources, products, and services from the Center to states in the Gulf of Mexico region. This position in Lafayette works in partnership with NOAA, other federal, state, and local coastal resource managers.
Lafayette/St. Martinville

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Climate Reference Network

Lafayette Station

The U.S. Climate Reference Network (USCRN) is an operational network of climate stations. Data from the USCRN will be used in operational climate monitoring activities and for placing current climate anomalies into an historical perspective. The USCRN is managed and operated by NOAA's National Climatic Data Center (NCDC). The USCRN will also provide the United States with a reference network that contributes to an International network under the auspices of the Global Climate Observing System (GCOS). USCRN is jointly managed by NOAA's National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service and NOAA's Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research.

http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/crn/hourly
Lake Charles

National Weather Service (NWS)

Weather Forecast Office

Lafayette WFO

Located at Lake Charles Regional Airport, this National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office provides weather and flood warnings, daily forecasts and meteorologic and hydrologic data for southwestern Louisiana and a portion of southeastern Texas. This office also provides marine warnings and forecasts for portions of the Louisiana Gulf Coast.

http://www.srh.noaa.gov/lch
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