	[image: image1.png]NATIONAL OCEANIC AND
NOAA ATMOSPHERIC ADMINISTRATION





	NOAA In Your State and Territory
U.S. Virgin Islands

	“NOAA's work touches the daily lives of every person in the United States and in much of the world. Our products and services are the result of the hard work of NOAA’s dedicated staff and partner organizations located in program and research offices throughout the country. The following is a summary of NOAA programs based in, and focused on, your state. The entries are listed by statewide, region, and then by congressional districts and cities or towns.”
· Dr. Jane Lubchenco

Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans and Atmosphere

and NOAA Administrator

	USVI

Entire Territory
National Ocean Service (NOS)

Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management

Coral Reef Conservation Program

USVI coral reef ecosystems consist of a mosaic of habitats, namely coral, sea grasses, and mangroves that house a large diversity of organisms. These ecosystems provide shoreline protection and support economic activities such as fishing and tourism, which are highly important to the local economy, but are also under intense stress from climate change, coastal development and fishing pressures. The NOAA Coral Reef Conservation Program (CRCP) conducts mapping, assessment and characterization, and monitoring activities in each U.S. jurisdiction with coral reefs. A shallow-water habitat map atlas has been completed for the USVI and is aiding in the study of Marine Protected Area expansion. The CRCP also conducts research to better understand coral reef structure, function, and health. Each U.S. jurisdiction receives coral reef grants annually to conduct research, monitoring, and management activities and in addition have developed Local Action Strategies to promote effective local management of coral reefs. A coral reef status report is produced every 2-3 years based on monitoring and research conducted in each jurisdiction. The program also strives to increase the use and effectiveness of coral reef Marine Protected Areas as a management tool.

http://http://www.coralreef.noaa.gov
National Weather Service (NWS)

Weather Forecast Office

Puerto Rico WFO

This National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office is located in Puerto Rico (San Juan at Carolina), and provides weather and flood warnings, daily forecasts and meteorologic and hydrologic data for Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands. This office also provides marine warnings and forecasts for the waters surrounding Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

http://www.srh.noaa.gov/sju/
Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory

NOAA Center for Tsunami Research (NCTR)

The Tsunami Research Program at the Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory (PMEL), headquartered in Seattle, Washington, seeks to mitigate tsunami hazards to all U.S. coastal states and territories, including the U.S. Virgin Islands. A tsunami is a series of very large ocean waves caused by underwater earthquakes, landslides, volcanic eruptions, explosions, and even meteor impacts. Capable of flooding hundreds of meters inland past the typical high-water level, the fast-moving water associated with an inundating tsunami can crush homes and other coastal structures. More common occurrences, and devastating in an economic sense, are false alarms that lead to expensive evacuations of coastal areas. The PMEL NCTR staff conducts research and development activities in close collaboration with the National Weather Service (NWS) Tsunami Warning Centers, National Data Buoy Center (NDBC), and the coastal states. Activities focus on the development of site-specific forecast models for coastal population centers. These models are integrated into a PMEL-developed operational tsunami forecasting system at the Tsunami Warning Centers. PMEL developed the original real-time DART tsunami-measuring buoy, which has been transitioned to NDBC. Engineering development is underway at PMEL to improve the cost-effectiveness of these platforms. Tsunami research at PMEL focuses on model improvements and tsunami hazard mitigation.

http://nctr.pmel.noaa.gov
Charlotte Amalie and Limetree Bay

National Ocean Service (NOS)

Center for Operational Oceanographic Products and Services

National Water Level Observation Network

The National Ocean Service (NOS) operates four long-term continuously operating tide stations in the U.S. Virgin Islands, which provide data and information on tidal data and relative mean sea level trends, and are capable of producing real-time data for storm surge warning. These stations are located at Lime Tree Bay, Christiansted, Lameshur Bay, and Charlotte, VI.

http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov.
Coastal

National Ocean Service (NOS)

Integrated Ocean Observing System (IOOS) Program

IOOS Regional Association

The Caribbean Regional Association (CaRA) is one of 11 Regional Associations being established through IOOS. CaRA is developing the Integrated Coastal Ocean Observing System for the Caribbean covering Puerto Rico, the American Virgin Islands and the Island of Navassa west of Haiti. Sustained and integrated observation of the coastal ocean is an international initiative that will provide substantial benefits to the economy, to security, and environmental conservation.

http://cara.uprm.edu/cara.html
Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Office of Ocean Exploration and Research 

Center for the Caribbean

NOAA's Office of Ocean Exploration and Research focuses on exploration, advanced undersea technology development, research of extreme and unique environments, continental shelf ecosystems, new ocean resources, and ocean dynamics, and the communication of results to various audiences through education and outreach. NOAA's Undersea Research Center for the Caribbean (CMRC), one of the six NURP regional centers, supports undersea research in the Caribbean. The CMRC is based in Jupiter, Florida, and its primary research facility, located on Lee Stocking Island, Bahamas, offers wet and dry laboratories, room and board, marine operations, field support, and advanced diving facilities. Given the regional dependence on fisheries, much research is focused on ecologically and economically important species such as the queen conch, spiny lobster, snapper, and Nassau grouper. Similarly, coral reefs are vital to this region and ecological studies are focused on species recruitment, reproduction, and biodiversity. In supporting research on fisheries and coral reef ecosystems, researchers are focusing efforts to determine the effectiveness and design of Marine Protected Areas, especially no-take marine reserves. To understand climate change and its effects on coral reef ecosystems, CMRC maintains a comprehensive environmental monitoring program including a network of temperature-recording stations in several areas of the Caribbean.

http://www.nurp.noaa.gov and http://www.oceanexplorer.noaa.gov

Salt River Bay, St. Croix

Office of Oceanic and Atmospheric Research (OAR)

Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory

Coral Reef Watch Environmental Monitoring

The Coral Reef Watch program is a collaborative effort between NOAA's Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory (AOML) and NOAA's National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service (NESDIS). Remote monitoring stations in the Florida Keys, Bahamas, American Samoa, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands continually observe meteorological and oceanographic parameters. These data are transmitted to AOML where they are processed by artificial intelligence-based software and compared with NESDIS-supplied satellite data. The integrated data are used to predict, monitor, and model incidences of coral bleaching and other coral-related biological events.

http://www.coral.noaa.gov/crews/index.shtml
St. Thomas

National Ocean Service (NOS)

Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management

Virgin Islands Coastal Management Program/ Virgin Islands Department of Planning and Natural Resources

The U.S. Virgin Islands Coastal Management Program is administered by the Department of Planning and Natural Resources. The coastal zone includes the entire territory. The Coastal Program works to protect coastal land and waters, such as beaches, bays, lagoons, wetlands, dunes, and bluffs. Through planning, permitting, public education, and other management techniques, the program reduces conflict among competing uses for the territory’s coastal land and water resources, including coral reefs.

http://coastalmanagement.noaa.gov/mystate/virgin_islands.html
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