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	“NOAA's work touches the daily lives of every person in the United States and in much of the world. Our products and services are the result of the hard work of NOAA’s dedicated staff and partner organizations located in program and research offices throughout the country. The following is a summary of NOAA programs based in, and focused on, your state (as of January 2008).” 

· Vice Admiral Conrad Lautenbacher
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	Virginia - Statewide

NOAA Research 
National Sea Grant College Program
Virginia Sea Grant College Program 
NOAA's National Sea Grant College Program is a federal-university partnership that integrates research, education, and outreach (extension and communications). Sea Grant forms a network of 32 programs in all U.S. coastal and Great Lakes states, Puerto Rico and Guam. 

The Virginia Sea Grant Program is based in Charlottesville and is administered through the Virginia Graduate Marine Sciences Consortium, which includes the College of William and Mary's Virginia Institute of Marine Science, the University of Virginia, Old Dominion University, and Virginia Tech. Key research topics include cobia aquaculture, enhanced seafood safety through hazard analysis critical control point principles, and ballast water treatment. Virginia Sea Grant also works with Maryland Sea Grant and other organizations to understand and restore the Chesapeake Bay, including an ongoing study focusing jointly on the environmental effects of contaminated sediments on living organisms as well as mitigation of these effects through habitat restoration. For more information see http://www.virginia.edu/virginia-sea-grant
NOAA Research

Climate Program Office

The Climate Program Office coordinates climate activities across NOAA.  It focuses on developing a broader user community for climate products and services, provides NOAA a focal point for climate activities within NOAA, leads NOAA climate education and outreach activities, and coordinates international climate activities. It supports projects across the nation conducted by investigators outside the federal government, such as the through the academic and private sectors, within the federal government, and in NOAA Cooperative Institutes.  The Climate Program Office provides climate funding in this state.

National Weather Service and NOAA Research

Incident Meteorologist Program and Earth Systems Research Laboratory

Fire Weather Services and Support

The National Weather Service (NWS) fire weather forecasters are called Incident Meteorologists (IMETS).  When a fire reaches a large enough size the IMETS are called out to the fire to provide constant weather updates and forecast briefings to the fire incident commanders at the fire.  The IMETS are very important members of the fire fighting team, as changes in the fires are largely due to changes in the weather.  To improve NWS fire weather services to the public, NOAA’s Earth System Research Laboratory (ESRL) conducts modeling, instrumentation and data services research.  ESRL data dissemination and display systems are designed to be used by trained meteorologists, the US Forest Service, and the Bureau of Land Management.  For example, the FX-Net thin client system and the Gridded FX-Net full function system are ESRL-developed software systems that are a critical part of the equipment the IMETS bring with them to the fire.  These mobile PC–based client software packages are used by NWS forecasters at fires in all 50 states. Computer servers that communicate with the mobile PC clients are located in Hawaii, Alaska, Utah, Colorado, Texas and New York.  The PC-base clients are also used by state emergency managers in many of the NWS regional areas.  Other collaborators who work to improve NWS fire weather services include the University of Colorado in Boulder (CU), NCAR and private sector instrumentation companies.

NOAA Research

Earth System Research Laboratory

Ground Based GPS Meteorology

The Earth System Research Laboratory operates and maintains the Ground-Based GPS Meteorology project, currently consisting of more than 300 GPS water vapor observing systems that provide near real-time integrated precipitable water vapor (IPW) measurements for weather forecasting, climate modeling, observing system calibration and validation, and research. This project provides water vapor data available to all users. For more information, visit http://www.gpsmet.noaa.gov/jsp/raob.jsp
VA- All Coastal Districts 
National Ocean Service 
Office of Coast Survey
Nautical Charts 
The Office of Coast Survey is responsible for creating and maintaining the 1000 nautical charts of the U.S. Exclusive Economic Zone. A nautical chart is a graphic portrayal of the marine environment showing the nature and form of the coast, the general configuration of the sea bottom including water depths, locations of dangers to navigation, locations and characteristics of man-made aids to navigation and other features useful to the mariner. Available to the mariner in three main formats -- paper, raster, and vector -- the nautical chart is essential for safe navigation. Raster Nautical Charts are geo-referenced digital images of the paper nautical chart. NOAA's most recent nautical chart product, the Electronic Navigational Chart (ENC), is a vector-based "smart chart" with the ability to provide more detailed and accurate information than the traditional paper chart. NOAA ENCs can be integrated with Global Positioning System satellite data and other sensor information such as radar, water levels, winds and weather to enhance situational awareness and help to make informed, safe decisions in all weather conditions. Available for free on the Internet, NOAA ENCs are designed to meet the increasingly sophisticated technological demands of mariners. For more information on Coast Survey and the Nautical Charting Program, please visit: http://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/staff/charts.htm
NOAA Research
Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory
Hurricane Research
The Atlantic Oceanographic and Meteorological Laboratory's Hurricane Research Division (HRD), located in Miami, FL, conducts research to advance the understanding and prediction of hurricanes and other tropical weather, benefiting the Virginia coastal region. HRD’s research is based on a combination of models, theories, and observations, with particular emphasis on data obtained with research aircraft. These observations are primarily collected in our annual field program using the two NOAA turboprop aircraft and jet operated by the NOAA Aircraft Operations Center. The goals of this research are to: advance the prediction of tropical cyclone intensity change, improve the prediction of tropical cyclone tracks, improve the understanding of and ability to predict tropical cyclone frequency and intensity, and enhance the ability to diagnose and predict the impact of tropical cyclones on life and property. For more information, please visit http://www.aoml.noaa.gov/hrd/index.html
NOAA Research
Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory
NOAA Center for Tsunami Research (NCTR)
The Tsunami Research Program at the Pacific Marine Environmental Laboratory (PMEL), headquartered in Seattle, Washington, seeks to mitigate tsunami hazards to all U.S. coastal states and territories, including Virginia. A tsunami is a series of very large ocean waves caused by underwater earthquakes, landslides, volcanic eruptions, explosions, and even meteor impacts. Capable of flooding hundreds of meters inland past the typical high-water level, the fast-moving water associated with an inundating tsunami can crush homes and other coastal structures. More common occurrences, and devastating in an economic sense, are false alarms that lead to expensive evacuations of coastal areas. 

The PMEL NCTR staff conducts research and development activities in close collaboration with the National Weather Service (NWS) Tsunami Warning Centers, National Data Buoy Center (NDBC), and the coastal states. Activities focus on the development of site-specific forecast models for coastal population centers. These models are integrated into a PMEL-developed operational tsunami forecasting system at the Tsunami Warning Centers. PMEL developed the original real-time DART tsunami-measuring buoy which has been transitioned to NDBC. Engineering development is underway at PMEL to improve the cost-effectiveness of these platforms. Tsunami research at PMEL focuses on model improvements and tsunami hazard mitigation.

http://nctr.pmel.noaa.gov
NOAA Research
Office of Ocean Exploration and Research (OER)  
Center for the Mid-Atlantic Bight
NOAA's Office of Ocean Exploration and Research focuses on exploration, advanced undersea technology development, research of extreme and unique environments, continental shelf ecosystems, new ocean resources, and ocean dynamics, and the communication of results to various audiences through education and outreach.  NOAA's Undersea Research Center for the Mid-Atlantic Bight (MAB), one of the six NURP regional centers, supports undersea research along the mid-Atlantic states, from south of Long Island to Virginia, including Chesapeake Bay. The MAB Center is administered by Rutgers University in New Jersey and Stony Brook University in New York. The MAB Center provides advanced undersea research platforms such as a REMUS Autonomous Underwater Vehicle (AUV) and LEO-15, the Long-term Ecosystem Observatory located at 15 meter depth offshore of New Jersey. LEO-15 is able to collect data on various ocean parameters over long time periods, which may be used to distinguish between changes in the marine environment induced by natural versus anthropogenic events. LEO-15 serves as the core element of a shelf-wide ocean observation network that will increase understanding of episodic events such as storms, upwelling, and hypoxia, which are poorly studied by conventional methods. For more information, please visit www.nurp.noaa.gov and www.oceanexplorer.noaa.gov.  
NOAA Research

Earth System Research Laboratory

Fish Lidar, Oceanic, Experimental (FLOE)

NOAA's Earth System Research Laboratory is doing numerous coastal water surveys using NOAA Fish Lidar.  LIDAR is an acronym for Light Detection And Ranging. Fish Lidar uses pulses of laser light to measure schools of fish swimming in the ocean. The per kilometer cost of a survey using Lidar from a small aircraft is less than 10% of a ship survey, and the depth penetration is more than 3 times that of a visual survey. Current projects include distribution of forage species and biological hot spots in the southeast Bering Sea, abundance and distribution of sardine off the coast of Oregon and Washington, and surveys of menhaden abundance in Chesapeake Bay. The work in Chesapeake Bay uses a Partenavia Observer owned and operated by the U.S. Department of Interior. For more information, please visit http://esrl.noaa.gov/csd/fishlidar/
VA-1 (Gloucester Point)
National Marine Fisheries Service
NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office 
The NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office established an office in Gloucester Point, Virginia, at the Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS), School of Marine Science, College of William and Mary, in 2004. This location enables the NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office to interact with local and state science and management agencies, as well as nonprofits and local communities, on lower Chesapeake Bay issues including fisheries management and habitat. For additional information on the NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office, please visit: http://noaa.chesapeakebay.net
National Marine Fisheries Service
Northeast Fisheries Science Center
Cooperative Marine Education and Research Program
The Cooperative Marine Education and Research (CMER) provides for university involvement in addressing agency research needs and tackling the problem of training future experts in the area of marine science.  Each of the Center’s CMER programs is organized around a coordinating committee and director.  The committee comprises agency and university representatives, and meets annually to set research priorities and program direction.  The director is a senior agency scientist who administers the program and participates in the research and education activities of the academic institution.  The Virginia CMER program was established in 2000.  It includes both Hampton University and the Virginia Institute of Marine Science (VIMS), which is the School of Marine Science for the College of William and Mary.  In addition to supporting the overall goals of CMER, this program is designed to facilitate interactions between a historically minority-serving university with an excellent undergraduate program and an established and focused program in marine science at VIMS.  For more on the NEFSC Cooperative Marine Education and Research Program, visit: http://www.nefsc.noaa.gov/omes/cmer/
National Ocean Service
Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management
Chesapeake Bay National Estuarine Research Reserve
The Chesapeake Bay-Virginia Reserve features four components, all within the York River basin. From the York's mouth moving upstream, they are Goodwin Islands, Catlett Islands, Taskinas Creek, and Sweet Hall Marsh. They represent differing salinity of the river and the range of habitats that result, including salt-water and freshwater marshes, submerged aquatic vegetation, upland forests, beaches and open water. Educational opportunities are provided for local students, state agencies and citizens groups. Research projects are underway at the Virginia Reserve components, conducted by investigators representing six universities. Migratory birds, sea grasses and many commercially important fish and shellfish are found in the reserve boundaries. For additional information on the Chesapeake Bay-Virginia Reserve, please visit: http://nerrs.noaa.gov/ChesapeakeBayVA/
VA-1 (Newport News)

National Marine Fisheries Service 
Office of Law Enforcement
Newport News Field Office 
NOAA Fisheries Service Office for Law Enforcement is dedicated primarily to the enforcement of laws that protect and regulate our nation’s living marine resources and their natural habitat. OLE special agents and enforcement officers have specified authority to enforce over 37 statutes, as well as numerous treaties related to the conservation and protection of marine resources and other matters of concern to NOAA. 

From the Maine/Canadian border south to the southern parts of Virginia lies one of the largest and most-active fishing fleets in the world. Over 12,000 Federally-licensed commercial fishing vessels ply these waters in search of scallops, blue fin tuna, swordfish, monkfish, lobster and Atlantic cod. In the Northeast Division, the special agents and support personnel monitor thousands of recreational fishing vessels, 43 major seafood ports, 12 major seafood exchanges, 21 major international airports, and eight major entry stations from Canada. The Division is also responsible for enforcement activities within the Stellwagen National Marine Sanctuary off Massachusetts and the Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary in Michigan. 

With a multiple endangered species including the last 350 remaining Northern Right whale and 84,000 miles of open water in the EEZ, the NED stays active with a vast assortment of missions. For additional information on the NMFS Office of Law Enforcement, please visit our web site: http://www.nmfs.noaa.gov/ole/ne_northeast.html
National Ocean Service 
Maritime Heritage Program 
NOAA's Maritime Heritage Program (MHP), created in 2002, is an initiative of the National Marine Sanctuary Program. The MHP's mission is to develop and implement a program of discovery, protection, management, interpretation, education and community appreciation of our nation's maritime heritage through partnerships with federal and state agencies, academia and private enterprises. Program highlights include the development of the Florida Keys shipwreck trail, recovery of the USS Monitor's rotating gun turret, surveys of 19th century whaling ships in the Northwestern Hawaiian Islands and the hunt for the Alligator, the U.S. Navy's first submarine. The Maritime Heritage Program is located in Newport News at the Maritime Archaeology Center. For additional information on the Maritime Heritage Program visit: http://www.maritimeheritage.noaa.gov
National Ocean Service
Monitor National Marine Sanctuary Headquarters
The Monitor National Marine Sanctuary is located 16 nautical miles off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina and protects the remains of the famed Civil War ironclad USS Monitor. The Sanctuary is headquartered at NOAA's Maritime Archaeology Center on the grounds of The Mariners' Museum in Newport News, Va. Sanctuary staff administers research, education, and monitoring programs that protect and preserve the Monitor's remains and further public appreciation of its contributions to American history. Over the last decade, NOAA and the U.S. Navy have conducted numerous recovery expeditions in the Sanctuary, and many of the recovered artifacts are on display at The Mariners' Museum. For additional information on the Monitor National Marine Sanctuary, please contact: http://monitor.nos.noaa.gov/.
VA-1 (Corbin)
National Ocean Service 
National Geodetic Survey Instrumentation and Methodologies Branch
The employees of the Instrumentation and Methodologies Branch test and evaluate geodetic instruments and equipment, including new generation items, and assist in the preparation of standards and specifications for geodetic surveying techniques and technologies for use by all Federal agencies through the Federal Geographic Data Committee. The Branch develops and evaluates methods for determining instrumental capabilities. It develops methodologies and observing procedures for new technologies and instrumentation to meet field party and state advisor needs. The Branch designs and procures, through contracts, equipment of a specialized nature that cannot be obtained "off the shelf." They develop or modify automated interface and software between geodetic instrumentation and computers. The Branch provides training for state advisors and instrument operators assigned to field units, as well as other agencies and foreign nationals. For additional information on the National Geodetic Survey, please contact: http://www.rdc.noaa.gov/~ohb/N/NL1100.html
VA-1 (Yorktown)
National Ocean Service
Office of Ocean Response and Restoration (OR&R) 
Scientific Support Coordinator
NOAA's Hazardous Materials Response Division (HAZMAT) strives to reduce risks to coastal habitats and resources from oil and hazardous chemical spills. HAZMAT's multi-disciplinary Scientific Support Team has decades of experience in responding to oil spill emergencies. Led by its nine regionally based Scientific Support Coordinators (SSCs), HAZMAT's response to spill emergencies has gained a reputation for rapid, well-thought-out, yet cost effective environmental protection decisions. The SSC based in Yorktown works directly with U.S. Coast Guard spill response teams by providing critical scientific support to the federal On-Scene Coordinator (OSC) during spills of oil or hazardous materials. SSCs use oil spill trajectory estimates, chemical hazards analyses, and assessments of the sensitivity of biological and human-use resources to help the OSC make timely operational decisions. SSCs provide guidance, experience, and resources to develop spill preparedness plans that help identify the spill response action with the greatest environmental benefit. Additional information about the Office of Response and Restoration can be found at http://response.restoration.noaa.gov
VA-1 through 3 (Tidewater Region Cities) 

National Ocean Service 
Center for Operational Oceanographic Products and Services
National Water Level Observation Network
The National Ocean Service (NOS) operates seven long-term continuously operating tide stations in the state of Virginia that provide data and information on tidal datums and relative sea level trends, and are capable of producing real-time data for storm surge warning. These stations are located at Wachapreague, Kiptopeke Beach, Colonial Beach, Lewisetta, Yorktown, Sewells Point, and Chesapeake Bay Bridge Tunnel. For additional information about the National Water Level Observation Network, please visit: http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov
VA-1 through 3 (Norfolk/Tidewater Region Cities)
National Ocean Service 
Office of Coast Survey
The Bay Hydrographer 
The Office of Coast Survey operates the NOAA Survey Vessel Bay Hydrographer to conduct hydrographic survey operations off the U.S. Atlantic coast, concentrating primarily in the Chesapeake Bay. The Bay Hydrographer is equipped with state-of-the-art hydrographic and navigation equipment, including Differential Global Positioning Systems, a Multibeam Bathymetric Sonar System, and a digital Side Scan Sonar system. The ship specializes in multi-beam sonar, side-scan sonar, and diver investigation of submerged wrecks and obstructions to navigation for the update of nautical charts. The Bay Hydrographer also serves as a test and development platform for NOAA's Coast Survey Development Laboratory in Silver Spring, MD. In addition, the Bay Hydrographer helps Maryland Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) scientists from NOS's Cooperative Oxford Laboratory characterize the bay bottom for development of the Acoustic Seafloor Classification System in the Chesapeake Bay. The Bay Hydrographer has also mapped areas of interest to MDNR staff involved in the oyster replenishment program. For more information on Coast Survey and the Bay Hydrographer, please visit http://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/ocs/bayhydro/index.htm
VA-2 (Cape Charles)

NOAA Research

Climate Reference Network 

Each U.S. Climate Reference Network (USCRN) station provides benchmark measurements of surface air temperature and precipitation.  Collectively the USCRN measurements monitor and document the National annual average temperature and precipitation trends across the lower 48 contiguous states over long periods of time.  Deploying USCRN stations in Alaska will provide similar monitoring and documentation across Alaska.  The modernization of the U.S. Historical Climatology Network (USHCN-M) will increase the reference observational network making it possible to track U.S. regional annual average temperature and precipitation trends over long periods of time.  A list of the operational sites and links to their data are available at this URL: http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/crn/sites.html.  
VA-2 (Wallops Island)
National Environmental Satellite, Data, and Information Service
Wallops Command and Data Acquisition Service 
This station provides the communication link between polar orbiting and geostationary environmental weather satellites and the ground station. It sends commands and receives transmissions from the satellites. The Wallops Station has ten antenna systems, which send function commands to the satellites, and perform primary data acquisition and preliminary processing. The Wallops Command and Data Acquisition Service (CDA) also processes the ground-to-spacecraft link for weather fax broadcasts. The information is distributed to all weather offices and facilities to track and evaluate significant weather events and used in preparing warnings and forecasts. Further information can be found at http://www.rdc.noaa.gov/~ohb/E/EB2000.html
NOAA Research
Earth System Research Laboratory
Total Column Ozone Measurements 
NOAA's Earth System Research Laboratory makes measurements of the column amounts of ozone between the earth's surface and the top of the atmosphere at a number of locations around the United States, including Wallops Island, VA. The observations are obtained with ground-based spectrometers that measure the attenuation by ozone of ultraviolet light. This integrated ozone amount is critical in determining the amount of ultraviolet radiation reaching the earth's surface. Excess ultraviolet radiation is responsible for human skin cancer and is also harmful to other biogenic organisms. Column ozone measurements monitor changes in the stratospheric ozone layer resulting from human-produced chlorine and bromine compounds that destroy ozone. With controls now in place on the manufacture and use of these ozone destroying compounds, it will be important to monitor the ozone layer for the expected recovery and determine whether other factors such as long-term climate change are influencing this recovery.  For more information please visit: http://www.esrl.noaa.gov/gmd/about/ozone.html
VA-3 (Norfolk)
National Marine Fisheries Service
NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office 
Since 2003, the NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office has maintained an office at Nauticus, the National Maritime Center, located on the busy waterfront in Norfolk, Virginia. At Nauticus, the NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office is incorporating Chesapeake Bay information into existing Nauticus programs, creating new teacher training and student education programs, building new Chesapeake Bay-related exhibits, and developing a lecture series on NOAA-related topics. NOAA at Nauticus also houses a NOAA Education Resource Center, where educators can gather information and materials to use in educational activities with their students. For additional information on the NOAA Chesapeake Bay Office, please visit: http://noaa.chesapeakebay.net
National Ocean Service
National Geodetic Survey
Geodetic Field Operations Branch
The Field Operations Branch is collocated with the Marine Operations Center-Atlantic. Field Operations Branch personnel conduct geodetic surveys to support the National Spatial Reference System, shoreline mapping, nautical and aeronautical charting, and hydrography. Many of these surveys provide information that is incorporated into the National Airspace System in accordance with specifications of the Federal Aviation Administration. The Branch coordinates survey activities with other Federal, state, and local governments having interests in particular projects. The Branch supports NOAA's ship-based personnel by providing training in geodetic survey techniques and sometimes through performance of the surveys them-selves. The Branch, through its survey units, performs control surveys, crustal motion surveys, airport obstruction surveys, navigational aid surveys, tidal data surveys, airport obstruction surveys, navigational aid surveys, tidal datum surveys, and special purpose surveys. For additional information on the Geodetic Field Operations Branch, please contact: http://www.ngs.noaa.gov/FIELDOPS/opsplan.html
National Ocean Service 
Office of Coast Survey 
Atlantic Hydrographic Branch 
The Coast Survey Atlantic Hydrographic Branch (AHB) is co-located with the Atlantic Marine Center in Norfolk, Virginia. The Branch serves as the contact for East Coast, Gulf Coast and Great Lakes hydrographic survey requests and data processing, and verifies, evaluates, and analyzes acquired survey data. AHB then produces final survey data, significant features and soundings for display on nautical charts and related products to support NOAA's strategic goal of promoting safe navigation. The NOAA Survey Vessels Rude and Thomas Jefferson and contractors conduct the hydrographic surveys analyzed by AHB. For more information on the Office of Coast Survey and AHB, please visit http://chartmaker.ncd.noaa.gov/hsd/ahb/ahb.htm
National Ocean Service 
Office of Coast Survey
Navigation Manager 
The Office of Coast Survey maintains a regional presence in the field to serve its customers and act as ambassadors to the maritime community. The Navigation Managers focus primarily on resolving charting and navigation questions, educating constituents on emerging charting technologies and their uses, and soliciting feedback on NOAA's navigation products and services from the commercial maritime industry. They also help to identify the challenges facing marine transportation. These agents assist the Coast Survey in overseeing NOAA's nautical chart data collection and information programs to meet constituent needs for information to navigate safely and efficiently. 

Virginia is served by the Mid-Atlantic Region Navigation Manager based in Norfolk, VA. For more information on Coast Survey and the Navigation Managers, please visit: http://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/reps.htm
National Ocean Service
Office of Coast Survey
Navigation Response Teams 
The Office of Coast Survey maintains 6 Navigation Response Teams (NRTs) located regionally around the country for rapid-response hydrographic surveys and nautical chart product verifications. NOAA NRTs verify Electronic Navigational Chart data collection and Coast Pilot field examinations to promote safe marine navigation, but they are also on call 365 days a year for emergency survey requests. This capability is very useful for port and homeland security as the NRTs can provide emergency depth surveys for major ports when disaster has occurred. For example, in September 2004, a NOAA NRT responded to a request from the Captain of the Port of Charleston, SC to survey for new shoals created by Hurricane Jeanne after the Bermuda Star, a bulk cargo ship, ran aground near the port. More recently an NRT assisted in locating the submerged pipe responsible for the 2004 ATHOS oil spill on the Delaware River. Surveying to verify clear waters or locate obstructions after a natural or man-made disaster is critical to reopening the port. A port closure can impact the economy as ships and cargo are stalled or re-routed, and military deployments are delayed. 

For more information on Coast Survey and the Navigation Response Teams, please visit: http://nauticalcharts.noaa.gov/nsd/nrb.htm
NOAA's Office of Marine and Aviation Operations
Marine Operations Center-Norfolk
NOAA Ships Rude and Thomas Jefferson 
The Marine Operations Center-Atlantic serves as homeport to NOAA Ships Thomas Jefferson and Rude. The Marine Center also provides regional management to NOAA ships on the East Coast, supporting Ronald H. Brown and Nancy Foster in Charleston, South Carolina; Albatross IV and Delaware II in Woods Hole, Massachusetts; and Oregon II and Gordon Gunter in Pascagoula, Mississippi. NOAA vessels managed by the Center conduct surveys and perform research that supports the work of all NOAA line offices. These vessels primarily operate in the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans, the Gulf of Mexico, and the Caribbean; Ronald H. Brown also operates worldwide. For additional information on the Marine Operations Center-Atlantic, please contact: http://www.moc.noaa.gov/moa.htm
NOAA @ Nauticus 
Multiple NOAA offices 
NOAA @ Nauticus is an exciting partnership between NOAA and Nauticus, the National Maritime Center, located on the City of Norfolk's waterfront. Nauticus attracts over 400,000 visitors a year with special programs and exhibits focused on exploring the power of the sea. Working together, NOAA and Nauticus are implementing outreach and education programs and exhibits that will help achieve NOAA's overall mission priority of improving scientific and environmental literacy. Current partnership efforts are focused on the installation of NOAA's Science on a Sphere at Nauticus, as well as the development of additional NOAA exhibitry. 

NOAA's Office of Coast Survey, NOAA's Maritime Heritage Program, NOAA's Chesapeake Bay Office and the NOAA @ Nauticus Project Coordinator all have offices located at Nauticus and work closely with the museum on joint endeavors to educate the public about NOAA's activities. For more information, please contact Andrew Larkin, the NOAA @ Nauticus Project Coordinator at 757/627-3826 or andrew.w.larkin@noaa.gov
Norfolk Center
(Administrative Support) 
The Norfolk Center (NRC), hosted by NOAA, is one of four Administrative Support Centers which are part of Department of Commerce (DOC). NRC provides administrative services to the following DOC organizations along the east coast of the United States: NOAA, the International Trade Administration, the Minority Business Development Agency, the Bureau of Export Administration, and the Economic Development Administration. NRC consists of an Office of the Director, and five divisions: Acquisition Management, Finance, Facilities and Logistics, Human Resources, and Systems. For further information on EASC, please contact http://www.easc.noaa.gov/about_us_v2.htm
NOAA Research

Earth System Research Laboratory

Science On a Sphere® 

Science On a Sphere (SOS) is a room sized, global display system that uses computers and video projectors to display planetary data onto a six foot diameter sphere, analogous to a giant animated globe.  Researchers at NOAA developed Science On a Sphere® as an educational tool to help illustrate Earth System science to people of all ages.  Animated images of atmospheric storms, climate change, and ocean temperature can be shown on the sphere which is used to explain what are sometimes complex environmental processes, in a way that is simultaneously intuitive and captivating.  Science On a Sphere® extends NOAA’s educational program goals, which are designed to increase public understanding of the environment.  Using NOAA’s collective experience and knowledge of the Earth’s land, oceans, and atmosphere, NOAA uses Science On a Sphere® as an instrument to enhance informal educational programs in science centers, universities, and museums across the country.  Science On a Sphere® is available to any institution and is currently in operation at facilities across the US.  For more information please visit: http://www.sos.noaa.gov/ and http://sos.noaa.gov/news/sos_sites.html
VA-3 (Richmond) 
National Ocean Service
National Geodetic Survey Geodetic Coordinator
Through a cooperative agreement and part of the National Ocean Service (NOS) State Advisor Program, the State Geodetic Coordinator is a State employee that serves as liaison between NOS and the host state. In this method, NOS helps guide and assist the State's charting, geodetic and surveying programs through technical transfer. This program also provides assistance in planning and implementing Geographic/Land Information System (GIS/LIS) projects. Additional information on the National Geodetic Survey's State Geodetic Advisor Program can be found at http://www.ngs.noaa.gov/ADVISORS/AdvisorsIndex.shtml
National Ocean Service 
Office of Ocean and Coastal Resource Management
Virginia Coastal Management Program 
Lead Agency: Virginia Department of Environmental Quality 
Virginia's coastal zone encompasses the eastern third of the state including the Chesapeake Bay and its tributary rivers, part of the Albemarle-Pamlico watershed, and the Atlantic coast with its vast barrier island lagoon system. The Virginia Coastal Resources Management Program supports its coastal residents and industries, and the plants and animals that rely on these coastal habitats. Of specific concern are polluted runoff; habitat protection; riparian buffers; wetlands; fisheries; sustainable development; waterfront redevelopment; septic systems; and erosion and sediment control.

Shipping, tourism, and commercial and recreational fishing are important industries for coastal Virginia. The Department of Environmental Quality serves as the lead agency for Virginia's networked coastal program and assists state natural resource agencies and local governments in developing and coordinating coastal policy. A Coastal Committee of state agency, local government, academia, business and environmental group representatives advises the program. For additional information on the Virginia Coastal Management Program, please visit: http://www.ocrm.nos.noaa.gov/czm/czmvirginia.html
VA-3 (Hampton)


National Marine Fisheries Service
Northeast Regional Office Fisheries Statistics Office
A field office of the Northeast Region’s Fishery Statistics Office (FSO), they are responsible for the collection, receipt and initial processing of fishery dependent data describing the commercial fisheries’ harvests and landings in the local area.  This includes seafood dealer receipts of purchases from fishing vessels’, biological samples of these landings and other information used by fishery managers and scientists in monitoring and assessing coastwide stocks of finfish and shellfish.  They also provide liaison services with the local fishing industry and other constituents, as well as state marine fisheries agencies, and participate in surveys to better describe the northeast’s commercial fisheries.  Further information concerning these collections and other activities of the FSO can be found at: 
http://www.nero.noaa.gov/fso/
VA-3 (Hampton)


National Marine Fisheries Service 
Seafood Inspection Program Virginia Inspection Office
The National Seafood Inspection Program conducts a voluntary inspection program for fishery products on a fee-for-service basis.  The office offers a wide range of services to the area’s fishermen and fish processors including process and product inspection, product grading, lot inspection, laboratory analysis, and training.  All edible foodstuffs, ranging from whole fish to formulated products, as well as fish meal used for animal foods, are eligible for inspection and certification.  For additional information on the National Seafood Inspection Program, please contact: http://seafood.nmfs.noaa.gov/
VA-4 (Wakefield)
National Weather Service 
Weather Forecast Office 
Located between Petersburg and Suffolk in southeastern Virginia, this National Weather Service office provides all the weather and flood warnings, daily forecasts, and meteorologic and hydrologic data for 51 counties and 15 independent cities, with a population of 3.2 million residents, covering central and eastern Virginia (including Richmond and Norfolk), the lower Maryland eastern shore (including Salisbury and Ocean City), and northeast North Carolina (including Elizabeth City). The office also provides marine forecasts and warnings for the Atlantic coastal waters from Fenwick Island, DE to Currituck Beach Light, NC, the Chesapeake Bay south of Smith Point, and the Currituck Sound. NWS data and products form a national information database and infrastructure which can be used by other government agencies, the private sector, the public and the global community. For additional information on the Wakefield Forecast Center, please contact: 
VA-4 (Chesapeake)
National Ocean Service
Center for Operational Oceanographic Products and Services
Atlantic Regional Office
The Atlantic Regional Office operates and maintains the East and Gulf Coast and Great Lakes portion of the National Water Level Observation Network (NWLON) for the collection, analysis and dissemination of water level observations and long-term sea level trends. NWLON is nationally composed of 175 primary and long-term control tide stations, which provide basic tidal data for U.S. coastal and marine boundaries and for charting data. Other uses range from storm surge warnings to commercial and recreational vessel navigation to global climate change and tectonic studies. Additional information can be found at http://tidesandcurrents.noaa.gov
VA-5 (Charlottesville)

NOAA Research

Climate Reference Network 

Each U.S. Climate Reference Network (USCRN) station provides benchmark measurements of surface air temperature and precipitation.  Collectively the USCRN measurements monitor and document the National annual average temperature and precipitation trends across the lower 48 contiguous states over long periods of time.  Deploying USCRN stations in Alaska will provide similar monitoring and documentation across Alaska.  The modernization of the U.S. Historical Climatology Network (USHCN-M) will increase the reference observational network making it possible to track U.S. regional annual average temperature and precipitation trends over long periods of time.  A list of the operational sites and links to their data are available at this URL: http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/crn/sites.html.  
VA – 6 (Harrisonburg)

NOAA Research

Earth System Research Laboratory

Science On a Sphere® 

Science On a Sphere (SOS) is a room sized, global display system that uses computers and video projectors to display planetary data onto a six foot diameter sphere, analogous to a giant animated globe.  Researchers at NOAA developed Science On a Sphere® as an educational tool to help illustrate Earth System science to people of all ages.  Animated images of atmospheric storms, climate change, and ocean temperature can be shown on the sphere which is used to explain what are sometimes complex environmental processes, in a way that is simultaneously intuitive and captivating.  Science On a Sphere® extends NOAA’s educational program goals, which are designed to increase public understanding of the environment.  Using NOAA’s collective experience and knowledge of the Earth’s land, oceans, and atmosphere, NOAA uses Science On a Sphere® as an instrument to enhance informal educational programs in science centers, universities, and museums across the country.  Science On a Sphere® is available to any institution and is currently in operation at facilities across the US.  For more information please visit: http://www.sos.noaa.gov/ and http://sos.noaa.gov/news/sos_sites.html 
VA-9 (Blacksburg)
National Weather Service 
Weather Forecast Office 
Located on the campus of the Virginia Polytechnic Institute and State University, this National Weather Service Weather Forecast Office provides weather and flood warnings, daily forecasts and meteorologic and hydrologic data for 40 counties, with a population of 1.6 million residents, in southeast West Virginia, southwest Virginia and northwest North Carolina. For additional information on the Blacksburg Forecast Center, please visit http://www.erh.noaa.gov/rnk
VA-10 (Leesburg/Washington, DC)
National Weather Service 
Center Weather Service Unit 
Housed in the Federal Aviation Administration's Washington Air Route Traffic Control Center (ARTCC), the Center Weather Service Unit (CWSU) Washington staff provides forecasts and other weather information to ARTCC personnel for use in directing the safe, smooth flow of aviation traffic in Maryland, District of Columbia, Delaware, Virginia, and eastern North Carolina. For further information on the Washington Central Weather Service Unit please visit http://www.erh.noaa.gov/zdc
VA-10 (Sterling for Baltimore/Washington Metropolitan Area)
National Weather Service 
Weather Forecast Office 
Located at the National Weather Service Research and Development Center at Dulles International Airport in Sterling, this National Weather Service Weather Forecast office provides weather and flood warnings, daily forecasts and meteorologic and hydrologic data for 44 counties, with a population of 8.5 million residents, covering the District of Columbia, much of Maryland, the northern third of Virginia, and the eastern panhandle of West Virginia. For further information on the Sterling Forecast Center, please visit http://www.erh.noaa.gov/lwx 
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Climate Reference Network 

Each U.S. Climate Reference Network (USCRN) station provides benchmark measurements of surface air temperature and precipitation.  Collectively the USCRN measurements monitor and document the National annual average temperature and precipitation trends across the lower 48 contiguous states over long periods of time.  Deploying USCRN stations in Alaska will provide similar monitoring and documentation across Alaska.  The modernization of the U.S. Historical Climatology Network (USHCN-M) will increase the reference observational network making it possible to track U.S. regional annual average temperature and precipitation trends over long periods of time.  A list of the operational sites and links to their data are available at this URL: http://www.ncdc.noaa.gov/crn/sites.html.  
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